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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION RAISES CONCERN OVER
FISHERY’S FUTURE AND NEED FOR BETTER DATA IN WHALE RULES
By MLA staff
“The MLA will not let over-reaching regulations based on inaccurate data erase
the Maine lobster fishery and our fishing heritage,” said Patrice McCarron, executive director of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA), in response to
two major federal rulemakings proposed
this winter intended to protect endangered
North Atlantic right whales. Last year, a federal court ruled that the lobster fishery cannot operate without revised rules in place
and gave the government until May 31, 2021
to update and correct legal deficiencies in
existing rules.

science and conservation measures in the proposed whale rule. One of the central points raised by the MLA is that the most draconian measures proposed
are likely to be ineffective at saving whales and unnecessary if NMFS adopts
corrections proposed in the fishing industry’s comments.
“How can our government hold Maine lobstermen accountable for right whale deaths
that we know are happening somewhere
else? It’s just not right and it will not save
the whales,” said Porter. Federal data show
that 12 right whales died in Canada in 2017
and another ten in 2019. Three right whale
babies have been killed by boat strikes in
Florida over the last two years.

“None of us want to harm a right whale,” said
Kristan Porter, MLA president and Cutler
lobsterman. “It would be an extremely sad
day for any lobsterman to think that a right
whale was hurt in our gear. We’ve worked
hard over the last 20 years to make our gear
safer so that doesn’t happen.”
The MLA submitted extensive comments
outlining legal and scientific flaws in the
draft Biological Opinion on behalf of 12 New
England fishing groups and proposing recommendations to correct and improve the

The Biological Opinion lays out a framework
for a massive risk reduction over the next 10
years implemented through four phases. By
2030 the framework aims to reduce entanglement risk to right whales in all U.S. federal fixed gear fisheries, including lobster, by
98%.

What will the Maine lobster fishery and Maine’s coastal
towns look like in ten years’ time? MLMC photo.

Phase I of the Biological Opinion is implementation of the new Whale Rule to reduce
entanglement risk to right whales from the
northeast lobster fishery by 60%. This ruleContinued on page 6

Permit No. 454

Portland, ME 04101

PRST STD
Kennebunk, ME 04043

P.O. Box 315

Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance

U.S. Postage Paid

www.mackboring.com • 800-MACK-ENG

MAINE LOBSTERMEN MAKE
THEIR VOICES HEARD
By MLA staff
In December 2020, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
released its draft amendments to the Atlantic Large Whale Take
Reduction Plan, commonly known as the whale rules. The draft
rules, designed to reduce risk to right whales from lobster gear by
60%, require adding additional traps to trawl lines based on distance from shore, inserting weak points in vertical lines so that the
lines break at 1,700 pounds pressure, creating a large area closed to
traditional fishing for four months each winter yet open to lobstermen using ropeless fishing gear, and specific gear marks on lobster
gear by state.
In January 2021, NMFS released its draft Biological Opinion on ten
U.S. federal fixed gear fisheries, including lobster and Jonah crab.
The draft opinion stated that the fisheries did not pose a threat to
the continued existence of the North Atlantic right whale provided
that the fisheries comply with a ten-year Conservation Framework
the goal of which is reducing risk of serious injury or mortality to
right whales by 98% from U.S. fishing gear. The first phase of this
framework is implementation of the proposed whale plan for the
lobster fishery. The Biological Opinion must by finalized by a courtordered deadline of May 31, 2021 so the fishery can continue to operate.
The combined impact of the draft Biological Opinion and the
amended whale rules drew a barrage of letters from fishermen
throughout New England, but particularly from Maine lobstermen. Among many objections, lobstermen pointed out that Maine
lobster gear is not driving the right whale decline; there are seriContinued on page 4
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COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

In this first double issue, Landings devotes its attention to
the complex regulatory situation facing the New England
lobster fishery. Two major sets of draft regulations were
released by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
this winter that will affect Maine lobstermen and their
children for many years to come. Last year, a federal court
ruled that the lobster fishery cannot operate without these
rules in place and gave the government until May 31, 2021
to finalize them.
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The Maine Lobstermen’s Association
(MLA) submitted lengthy comments
outlining legal and scientific concerns in the draft Biological Opinion
on behalf of 12 New England fishing
groups, and recommendations to improve the science and conservation
measures in the proposed whale rule.
According to MLA executive director Patrice McCarron, “For MLA, step
one is to make sure both rules are implemented on time so that we have a
fishery, but with enough flexibility so
that lobstermen can fish safely and
stay in business. Step two is to fix the
substandard science and modelling
that has prevented our government
from addressing risk from activities
that are actually killing right whales.”

whale was entangled in large diameter line — rope that
is typically fished with heavy gear such as Canadian snow
crab traps.
The MLA reached a new milestone, holding its 67th Annual
meeting online via Zoom on March 12. Members elected a
slate of nominees to serve on the MLA board. The agenda
covered the two issues that are facing the industry at present – wind and whales. MLA was joined by Responsible
Offshore Development Alliance executive director Annie
Hawkins to answer questions on offshore wind development and by MLA’s whale team to answer questions about
how the MLA will continue to address the proposed new
federal whale rules moving forward.
Landings provides a few updates on
offshore wind. First, we discuss a
large offshore wind development by
Vineyard Wind in federal waters off
Massachusetts. This massive 84 turbine project located within a 167,000acre lease area south of Martha’s
Vineyard was put on hold at the end of
the Trump Administration. However,
President Biden breathed new life
into this proposal with his announcement that his administration aims to
double offshore wind electricity production by 2030.

Landings also gives an update on the
state of Maine’s proposal to develop
a commercial offshore wind research
array in federal waters off southern
Maine. The Governor’s Energy Office
has held fisheries working group
Summer is coming and with
meetings to update the state’s fishit a new series of worries for
ing industry on the project and to
lobstermen. MLA photo.
solicit feedback on where the wind
turbines might be located within the
770-square-mile area identified by the state. The director
NMFS received myriad comments from Maine lobstermen, of DMR’s Science Bureau Carl Wilson explained that DMR
Maine fishing associations, towns and businesses express- has been interviewing fishermen and reviewing fishing efing deep concern over the impacts of these combined fort data to identify areas that would have the least impact
rulemakings on lobstermen, local businesses and their on fishermen. Wilson observed that the number of fishercommunities. Throughout the coast, lobstermen and their men actively fishing appears to drop with greater distance
families are wondering if they will be the last generation to from shore, at greater depths of water, and on mud bottom,
go down to the dock, put their boats in gear and make an yet “There are impacts everywhere [in the area]. No area is
impact free,” he said.
honest living from the sea.
Among many objections, lobstermen pointed out that
Maine lobster gear is not driving the right whale decline;
the conservation measures in the whale rules pose serious
safety issues; and a 98% reduction in risk to right whales
would result in a cataclysmic economic collapse among
Maine’s coastal communities and the state’s economy.
Landings features excerpts from some of the written comments on the proposed regulations submitted to NMFS.
DMR Commissioner Pat Keliher is also worried about the
impacts of these impending federal rules, as he explains in
his guest column this month. Keliher says, “It was like I was
sucker-punched as I reviewed the document,” referring to
his reaction after reading the Biological Opinion. “The 98%
risk reduction over ten years outlined in the Bi-Op has the
very real possibility of devastating Maine’s lobster industry,” explains Keliher. He tells lobstermen, “[the Biological
Opinion] places an unfair burden on Maine’s lobster industry. Assigning 50% of the unattributed deaths and injuries
isn’t supported by the data. Anyone can see that you are
being asked to carry too much of the burden.”
With so much pressure on Maine lobstermen to expand
their whale protection measures, Landings looks to Canada
to understand what steps that country will take to protect
right whales in 2021. Canada’s plan once again includes
a patchwork of vessel speed limitations in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence and dynamic closures of fishing areas if a right
whale is sighted. Canada has been struggling to find an
effective right whale conservation strategy, with 10 right
whales dying in Canada in 2019. Of concern is the death
in February of the right whale known as Cottontail off the
coast of South Carolina; preliminary reports indicate the

While this issue of Landings deals mostly with the industry’s struggle to cope with impending right whale protections and offshore wind development, you will also find a
story or two with happier news. Two University of Maine
bio-medical engineering graduate students have developed a skin care cream using the healing properties of protein found in lobster blood. They opened their company
online in November, offering a skin cream that combines
lobster protein with shea butter and other non-irritating
ingredients. The product sold out in two months and demand has not tapered off since.
We also cover Brooks Trap Mill’s commitment to ensure
Maine’s long-standing V-notching practice remains strong.
Each year, Brooks Trap Mill, based in Thomaston, teams up
with the MLA to provide those who have earned their commercial lobster license with a stainless-steel V-notching
tool engraved with their lobster license number. The MLA
provides a free MLA membership and educational materials and Brooks tops off the annual package with some
Brooks Trap Mill gear. This year 45 new lobstermen received this warm welcome to the industry.
It’s hard to think of another time when Maine lobstermen
faced so complex and far-reaching issues. After decades
of sustainable fishing, employing conservation measures
that provide a steady harvest year after year, lobstermen
see only an ever-tightening net of regulations threatening
their fishery. The remainder of the year promises to be just
as complicated as the first quarter has been!
We hope you enjoy this issue of Landings.
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GUEST COLUMN: Proposed regulations place unfair burden on lobstermen
By Patrick Keliher

I want to start off by saying thank you to Maine lobstermen for all your hard
work on right whales. After two decades of compliance with federal whale
rules, you are again being called on by NOAA to make sacrifices to save an animal very few of you have ever seen.
Since 2019 we have held 60 meetings with more than 2500 license holders participating. You have agreed with us, disagreed with us, and in some cases been
downright pissed at us for some of the directions we have proposed – yet we
continued to move forward against what seemed like tremendous odds.
You have given us critical input so we could develop a plan that not only meets
the required risk reduction goal, but also recognizes the unique fishing practices along Maine’s coast.
As you have said, and as I’ve reiterated on your behalf, a one-size-fits-all approach for the Maine lobster industry won’t work. The water and the bottom
downeast are different from the water and bottom to the westward. And because of those differences, fishing practices are also different.
The plan DMR put together was made stronger because of the knowledge and
input of the individual Zone Councils. We proposed flexibility in trawl configurations so fishermen could make their own decisions regarding what they
could safely fish, and we asked for the authority for zones to develop zonespecific measures that achieve the required risk reduction.
NOAA’s proposed rule dismissed both components of our plan.
In the Department’s comments, we reiterated the importance of treating a
trawl with two endlines as equivalent to a trawl with one endline and half as
many traps. We also advanced the zone-specific proposals that were developed
this past summer to tailor trawling up and weak point provisions to better
match each zone’s conditions while still achieving the same risk reduction.
We were optimistic that NOAA would recognize the value of the plan we developed together, even though we knew it would create hardships on this industry.
But just as a light seemed to appear at the end of this long tunnel, NMFS released
the draft Biological Opinion (required under the Endangered Species Act).
It was like I was sucker-punched as I reviewed the document.

First, the Bi-Op is clearly aimed at converting
Maine’s lobster industry to a ropeless fishery. We
know that this technology is untested, unproven
and unaffordable. Gear conflict with our mobile fleet and the lack of a plan to equip Marine
Patrol with the resources to haul gear are just
two of its major problems.
The Bi-Op also places an unfair burden on
Maine’s lobster industry. Assigning 50% of the
unattributed deaths and injuries isn’t supported
by the data. Anyone can see that you are being
asked to carry too much of the burden.

Patrick Keliher is the
Commissioner of the
Department of Marine
Resources. DMR photo.

The 98% risk reduction over ten years outlined
in the Bi-Op has the very real possibility of devastating Maine’s lobster industry.
It is not only fishermen and their crew who will be impacted. Gear suppliers,
trap builders, rope manufacturers, all these businesses face a deeply uncertain
future.
While the Bi-Op is required for the fishery to occur, DMR will continue to look
for opportunities to mitigate these impacts as we move forward.
In addition to the whale rules, the COVID-19 pandemic created a lot of uncertainty for Maine’s lobster industry in 2020.
At this time last year industry members were starting to question the impact
of the pending market collapse on price. How would the loss of restaurants,
hotels, cruise ships and casinos impact ex-vessel value?
A lot of ideas were batted around, including measures to slow the fishery. I
reached out to many dealers and fishermen to better understand what folks
anticipated in this unprecedented situation. Through those conversations, I
gained confidence that the industry could work together, sharing information
about market conditions and making adjustments accordingly. The industry’s
response surpassed my expectations, with dealers redirecting product to new
markets, sustaining the price better than anyone could have imagined.
Pounds landed were down by approximately 5%, but according to our landings
program, trips were also down by about 16%. Overall, lobster landings were just

Smithwick & Mariners
Insurance Agency
We are a full-service independent insurance
insurance
agency providing personal, commercial,
commercial,
business & marine insurance.

t VERY
RY COMPETITIVE LOBSTER BOAT PROGRAMS
t 8JEF3BOHFPG1BDLBHF0QUJPOT
8JE 3
G1 L
0 UJ
t /FX7FTTFM 0MEFS7FTTFM*ODMVEJOH8PPE
Construction - we can obtain coverage for
any well maintained boat
We specialize in Lobster Boats, Draggers, Scallopers,
Gillnetters, Boat Builders, Marinas and more.
Gil

Agents for the MLA Hull Insurance Program!

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE - D
DEDICATED TO SERVICE
643PVUF'BMNPVUI .&5FM
.&5FMt5FMt'BY
/PSUI8BUFS4USFFU /FX#FEGPSE ."5FM
."5FMt5FMt'BY
Dam
With affiliated offices in Damariscotta,
Bath, and Kennebunk

www.smithwick-ins.com
www.smithw
BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES
RAT
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES
RAT
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE

t COMPETITIVE RAT
RATES
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES
RAT
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE t

BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES
RAT
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES
RAT
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE

t COMPETITIVE RATES
RAT
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPE
COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES AND

COMPETITIVE RATES AND
COMPE

Continued on page 5

Page 4 | LANDINGS | March/April 2021
Comments continued from page 1

ous safety issues presented by conservation measures proposed in the whale
rules; and fear of a cataclysmic economic effect a 98% reduction in risk to right
whales would have on Maine’s economy and coastal communities. We present
excerpts from selected letters here.
Brennan Strong , Yarmouth
My name is Brennan Strong and I am a 22-year-old entrepreneur, nature lover, and commercial lobsterman from Yarmouth, Maine … The BiOp considers
a model scenario that completely shuts down all lobster, Jonah crab, gill-net,
and other trap/pot fisheries in the U.S. This scenario predicts that the right
whale population will continue to decline because the whales will continue to
die from vessel strikes and entanglement in Canadian fisheries, and because
reproduction remains low. This makes it abundantly clear that Maine lobstermen are not the problem, and that shutting down Maine fisheries is not the
solution! ... The lobster industry is being made responsible for risk that is not
ours. We need to know that Canada and the rest of the U.S. fishing fleet is on
par with Maine’s current rules that have been saving whales for decades.

Hugh Bowen, Freeport
… At 46 years old, I have been trapping lobsters for almost 40 years, starting
in a small open vessel with my father to progressively larger ones. I now have
invested heavily in a boat capable of fishing in the dead of winter 20-30 miles
off the coast … Lobstermen are NOT the reason right whale populations are
so low, but now we have been tasked with saving them? I feel we are being
targeted by government to ease the burden government is facing in the form
of lawsuits from environmental groups that pull at the heartstrings of an ignorant public (which in turn fund their paychecks) … In closing: we are not at
fault for the right whale population levels. Yes, there are some whale entanglements with fishing gear. If there are no entanglements with right whales
from here on, will that save the population? NO. It is an absolute ignorant
shame it didn’t dawn on the movement to save right whales that the fishing
community could have been the whales’ greatest ally.

David Lunt, Frenchboro
I write to you, NOAA, as a sixth-generation islander and fisherman from
Frenchboro, Outer Long Island, Maine. I have been fishing the waters off
Frenchboro for over 40 years, and have participated in, and been regulated
out of, multiple fisheries in that time. The only viable fishery left for me, and
most of those in the marine fisheries industry, is lobster. The proposed regulations to reduce the threat from Maine lobster fishing to the endangered
right whale population will ultimately put me, and most other lobstermen,
out of business….The larger issue is that when these adaptations do not have
the desired effect in increasing the right whale population simply because, as
stated so many times before, the Maine lobster gear is not causing their demise, the Maine lobster industry will be forced to undergo measures to reach
the 98% threat reduction. The bottom line is, in 10 years, the Maine lobster
fishery will cease to exist.

Town of Vinalhaven
The proposed rule changes for LMA1 and Maine waters pose a risk to the
lives of the fishermen, present an impossible financial burden for these
small businesses, and threaten our community’s economic well-being and
culture heritage … In summary, Maine fishermen are being asked to take responsibility for harm to right whales from risks beyond their control. NOAA
has not done enough to track the movements of the North [Atlantic] Right
Whales and the mortality and severe injury data that is provided by NOAA
does not support the level of risk reduction forced on the US fishing industry.
Rebekah Hodgson, Jonesboro
My name is Rebekah Hodgson. I am a 3rd generation lobsterman from the
very small coastal town of Jonesboro, Maine. My boat is moored up in the
Chandler River. I was raised on my father’s lobster boat and was taught all I
know about the lobster industry from him … Asking for a risk reduction of
98% by 2030 would wipe out the entire coast of Maine fishing industry… If
you step inland, turn around, and take a look at the coast of Maine, many
if not all, coastal towns are supported in some form by lobstermen. Maine
lobster industry drives the coastal economy and lobster boats help support
over 10,000 people on the coast! $485 million dollars was generated from the
lobster industry in 2019. Without that, Maine coastal towns will wilt away.
Jack Merrill, Islesford
The loss of right whales in the last four years is indeed tragic. It should be
pointed out, however, that the right whale population has shown dramatic
growth from the 1990s up until the last few years, when birth rates leveled
off. Without a doubt, 2017-2019 was a terrible time period for them, but, as
pointed out by California marine scientist Erin Meyer-Gutbroad, this was
due to entanglements occurring in Canada, caused by a snow crab fishery
that had no whale friendly regulations. No deaths can be, or ever have been,
attributed to Maine lobster gear… How do Maine lobstermen reduce from
the number of deaths and serious injuries to right whales when none are
due to Maine gear? The proposed rule seems based on possibility, an imaginary world a long way from probability. Worse yet, proposed additional
reductions over the next ten years would result in a 98% reduction in vertical lines. Say goodbye to the most successful, responsible, and sustainable
fishery in the world.
Jordan Drouin, Cutler
My name is Jordan Drouin. I am a third-generation lobster fisherman from
Cutler, Maine. I am writing to comment on the proposed regulations intended to protect right whales … Thousands of families rely on the fishery
alone, and thousands more rely on the businesses associated with the fishery. I understand we cannot let economics get in the way of saving a species,
but the regulations being imposed will quite literally put the coast of Maine
out of business. We have already bent over backwards throughout the years
with regulations and admittedly they actually worked.
Scott Young

Jeffrey Libby, Beals
… It is all too convenient to blame the Maine lobster industry for a decline
in the Right Whale Population, but the evidence simply does not support or
justify such accusations. The reality that our gear is not contributing to the
decline is a simple, unequivocal fact amongst those who are intimately familiar with our fishery. Ropeless fishing has been suggested. This technology
may work in some small-scale fisheries which operate in different waters and
with different fishing methods than we do in the Gulf of Maine, but it would
not work here. Anyone who has spent a day on a Maine lobster boat and seen
the techniques with which we fish understands this.

I am a 10th generation commercial fisherman from Maine. I started my fishing career out of high school groundfishing and fished 10 years before being over-regulated out of that industry. It seems to me the same thing is
happening to the industry that I’m in now, lobstering … If these rules are
implemented, and the Maine lobster fishery is shut down because of it, it’s
not just the lobstermen that are going to be lost. So will all the businesses
in Maine that depend on lobstermen who buy, supplies, tools, food, bait,
vehicles etc. I strongly urge you to keep myself and all the other Maine and
Massachusetts lobstermen employed in an industry that is our way of life
and has been for over 100 years. If these rules are implemented, the state of
Maine will no longer be “the way life should be”!

Nathaniel Snow, Bass Harbor
My name is Nathaniel Snow. I am a first-generation lobster fisherman out
of Bass Harbor Maine, fishing both state waters as well as federal waters in
LMA1. … There are . . . many safety risks from the proposed rule. Weak lines
are more likely to break under tension, especially during hangdowns. There is
a potential that these lines could fly through the air when they part, causing
harm to the vessel and crew. This is all the more likely to happen when the
load on the line is increased, such as when more traps are added to the trawl.
Trawling up not only increases the load on our lines, it also increases the load
on the block, winch and other equipment. This gear becomes more likely to
catastrophically fail under the increased load, potentially causing harm to
the vessel and crew. Additionally, working bigger trawls on deck increases the
weight on the vessel, as well as the line on deck. These lines are more likely to
entangle crewmen, and the added weight makes the vessel more dangerous
to maneuver in rough weather, while also increasing the odds of capsizing.

MLMC photo.
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Dustin Emery, Jonesboro
… As stated in the Biop, the goal is to reach 98% in reduction over the next
ten years. Quite frankly, this will ultimately shutdown the fishery and tens of
thousands of hard-working men and women will be out of work. But the suffering for the Maine economy doesn’t stop at the coast. We are talking about
losing a billion- dollar-a-year industry. The state’s economy as a whole will
take a huge hit. The Maine lobster industry can’t take the brunt of this storm.
The Canadian trap/pot fisheries and vessel strikes cause more harm to the
right whale than Maine lobstermen and women. There have only been two
confirmed entanglements in Maine lobster gear, and that was almost two
decades ago in 2002 and 2004…

David Cousens, South Thomaston
… Going forward we need to find a way for the whales and lobster fishery to
co-exist. The environmentalists are pushing for ropeless fishing. This is not
feasible or affordable given the way the lobster fishery operates in Maine.
I have looked at every option that ropeless people have put out to try and
can unequivocally tell you that none of them will work in the Gulf of Maine
lobster fishery. Also, if you think I am going to set traps off my boat with no
endlines, therefore no chance of saving my sternman if he gets entangled in
the groundline, you are sadly mistaken. I will not do it…

Blake Alley, Steuben
Hello, my name is Blake Alley, I’m 37 years old and a fourth-generation lobster fisherman from Steuben, Maine. I started fishing with my father at the
age of six and have been running my own boat since 2004 ... here are the reasons that these new right whale regulations, and basically any and all right
whale regulations in the past, are completely useless, do not save any whales,
pollute our oceans, aren’t based on any reliable information, and literally
bring me to the edge of insanity…. Lobster fishing has turned into the economic lifeline of coastal Maine, and it hasn’t been by accident. It has taken
generations of hard work and conservation, along with an evolution of technology and global economics. Billions of dollars are fused through our industry. Banks, restaurants, carpenters, boat builders, trap builders, mechanics,
taxes, on and on rely on our industry. Each of these 5000 boats represent a
small business, we are the perfect example of micro-economics. It is also a
sustainable and self-regulated industry that we are very proud to protect for
future generations. Destroying this with one stroke of a pen for a problem
that our fishery did not create would be a completely catastrophic failure.

Brian Tripp, Sedgwick
My name is Brian Tripp, I am a full-time lobsterman from Sedgwick, Maine.
I fish year-round offshore in Area 1 … As a Maine lobsterman I strive to keep
our fishery healthy. I admit doing this for the selfish reasons of providing a
future fishery for my two children ages 8 & 11 who are both lobstering parttime hauling their own traps and working with their mother, my wife, who
fishes a few hundred traps out of her own 20’ boat in the summer and fall.
Yes, that’s right, we are a family of four in which every single one of us has his
or her own traps, license and boat. We have never seen a right whale or been
so much as given even a warning for a fisheries law violation and generally
work hard and keep to ourselves, take care of those in need and do the right
thing 365 days a year. In your heart of hearts, you know this is an unfair attack on our way of life. If you don’t, then you are not closely enough involved
in our fishery to be making decisions of this magnitude. We are simply not a
threat to right whales.

DMR continued from page 3

over 96 million pounds in 2020 compared to just under 102 million pounds in
2019.
Maine’s lobster industry made the necessary adjustments throughout the year
based on market conditions. The result was a $4.20 boat price that was significantly better that the $3.76 average boat price between 2011 and 2020. The resulting total value of just over $405 million was just the seventh year that Maine
harvesters earned over $400 million for their catch.
I’ve always known that Maine lobstermen solve problems, look ahead, and keep
fishing. Challenges aren’t going away, in fact, based on the Bi-Op, they will likely
get worse. We will all need to roll up our sleeves and think about what is next.
DMR will continue to coordinate with the industry and based on the results of
the federal rule we will determine what steps we will take next.
DMR’s comments on the Bi-Op and the Proposed Rule can be found at www.
maine.gov/dmr/science-research/species/lobster/index.html.
Stay safe.
Pat

Bob Baines, Spruce Head
For over forty years, I have made my living as a lobster fisherman based
out of Spruce Head, Maine, a working harbor with over 100 working commercial fishing boats. I have serious concerns about the Proposed Rule and
the effects it will have on my fishing operation and the long-term viability
of Maine’s lobster industry…. The proposed offshore restricted area running
along the LMA line will only shift gear out of that area and create a fence of
gear on the line, and also move more gear inshore, which will create even
more trap gear density, increasing the risk to any right whale that may stray
into that area. If the intention of the closed area is to move Maine’s lobstermen into ropeless fishing, which is impractical for many known reasons, it
will fail, while increasing the risk to the whales…. I support Maine’s proposal
for conservation equivalencies. Each of Maine’s seven lobster zones need the
ability to adapt measures that could work better for them, while not putting
any additional risk on the right whales…. The future viability of Maine’s lobster fishery depends on prudent, reasonable, and common-sense rules that
not only protect the right whales, but Maine’s lobster fishermen and coastal
communities as well.

NEED A LENDER

WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU ?

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit

Taylor Lobster Co., Kittery
I am writing in opposition to the Proposed Rule that would severely impact
the Maine lobster industry’s ability to survive. I am a third-generation lobsterman who started my own wholesale lobster distribution business in 2003
in Kittery, Maine. Lobstering has been a way of life for my family since the
1920’s, and my father, who is 71, is still fishing today. My young daughter is
already excited to set her own traps and choose her bright, fun buoy color…
Our company has grown to employ 35 individuals who buy, grade/sort, and
package Maine lobsters for distribution around the world. We operate two
retail fish markets, deliver locally to over 200 restaurant accounts, and ship
lobsters in bulk to other distributors throughout the US and internationally.
We annually purchase nearly two million pounds of Maine lobsters from local lobstermen in southern Maine… The Proposed Rule would decimate the
Maine lobster industry and the business that I have built, which helps to
support scores of lobstermen, our employees and the expanded network of
services we do business with each day.

to Maine’s commercial ﬁshing industry. With long- and short-term ﬁnancing
options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice
for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of
every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch ofﬁce closest to you.
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making has been in the works since 2017, when the first right whale population
decline in more than two decades was first documented.
“For MLA, step one is to make sure both rules [whale rule and Biological
Opinion] are implemented on time so that we have a fishery, but with enough
flexibility so that lobstermen can fish safely and stay in business,” McCarron
explained. “Step two is to fix the substandard science and modelling that
misdirect regulatory efforts away from activities that are actually killing right
whales.”
Maine lobstermen expressed their frustration over this process during the public comment period for the proposed Whale Rule, including:
•

Questioning why the lobster fishery has been singled out to expand its
right whale protections when the last right whale death or injury linked to
U.S. lobster gear occurred in 2002.

•

Noting that over the last four years more than one-third of right whale entanglement deaths and injuries occurred Canadian fishing gear.

•

Pointing out that preliminary reports on the recent death of right whale
3920, known as Cottontail, recovered off South Carolina in February, indicate that it was entangled in rope far larger than that fished in the Maine
lobster fishery. Another entangled right whale, 3560, known as Snow Cone,
sighted in Cape Cod Bay in January was also reportedly entangled in large
diameter rope not fished by Maine lobstermen.

“We are looking down the barrel of a loaded gun aimed at our lobster fishery.
The MLA has expanded its whale team to make sure that we leave no stone
unturned,” noted McCarron. “We urge anyone who cares about the Maine lobster fishery to support the Legal Defense Fund. Quite literally, the future of the
lobster industry is at stake.”

best available data shows that those measures have been effective, and the
Final BiOp’s environmental baseline should fully reflect the benefits of such
measures. The Associations encourage NMFS to focus on implementing effective measures in areas where there is demonstrated risk. In particular, ropeless
gear is not economically viable at this time and there are numerous technical
and operational challenges that must be addressed before it can be substituted
for gear using vertical lines, as explained in greater detail below.
2. NMFS should not be considering a management strategy that holds U.S.
fishermen accountable for NARW M/SI in Canada. The U.S. must engage directly with Canada in an open and transparent manner. The Associations implore NMFS to engage more directly and aggressively with Canada to ensure
that effective and measurable risk reductions are implemented bilaterally.
3. The Draft BiOp presents an inaccurate assessment of the effects of the
Lobster Fishery by relying upon unsupported assumptions that artificially inflate the risk from the Lobster Fishery. The result is that the Draft BiOp does
not present an effects scenario that is “reasonably certain to occur” or supported by the best scientific and commercial data available…
NMFS arbitrarily assigned a level of risk to the Lobster Fishery that is unsupported by the evidence. NMFS must correct this flaw by adopting a uniform
probabilistic approach, based on observed data, to apportion all unknown
human causes…. This methodology should apply to apportionment of (1) unknown human causes to vessel strikes versus entanglements, (2) unknown
entanglements between U.S. and Canada, and (3) unknown entanglements
among U.S. fisheries.
NMFS based the “North Atlantic Right Whale Conservation Framework for
Federal Fisheries in the Greater Atlantic Region” (“Conservation Framework”)
on an unreliable model that arbitrarily ignored sublethal impacts. In doing so, it
failed to capture the full benefits from mitigation requirements under Phase 1.
NMFS arbitrarily selected data from the 2010-2019 time period. It assumed that
unfavorable trends in oceanographic conditions would continue but did not
take a similar approach with favorable trends in observed data on the sources
of entanglements. These latter trends demonstrate disproportionately more
entanglements due to Canadian fisheries and, in the U.S., more entanglements
from non-trap/pot gear. Nonetheless, NMFS allocated more mortality and serious injury (“M/SI”) incidents to the Lobster Fishery than is supported by the
best available information.
The estimate for cryptic mortality is not reliable… these models are not suitable yet for long-term planning… [and] assume no natural mortality despite
well-established research to the contrary.
NMFS failed to give appropriate weight to mitigation measures that reduce the severity of entanglement (e.g., weak links). These measures may substantially reduce
or eliminate risks from trap/pot fisheries, based on published scientific literature.

The future of the Maine lobster fishery remains hazy as regulators
contemplate ever more stringent right whale protection measures.
MLMC photo.
Excerpts from MLA comments appear below. The full comment letter and appendices are available at www.mainelobstermen.org.
MLA COMMENTS ON DRAFT BIOLOGICAL OPINION
The MLA submitted comments on behalf of the MLA and 11 other New England
fishing groups and businesses representing the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s
Association, Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s Association, New Hampshire
Commercial Fishermens’ Association, Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association,
Maine Lobstering Union, Downeast Lobstermen’s Association, Southern
Maine Lobstermen’s Association, Maine Lobster Dealers Association, Maine
Center for Coastal Fisheries, Maine Aquaculture Association and the O’Hara
Corporation (collectively, the “Lobster Fishing Associations” or “Associations”).
“The Draft BiOp is an expansive document with far-reaching implications for
New England’s iconic fisheries and cultural heritage. The Associations are
alarmed that NMFS has developed a BiOp that assigns highest priority for
NARW population recovery to the Lobster Fishery despite evidence that the
most urgent risks are vessel strikes and entanglements in Canadian fisheries,
which do not implement mitigation measures nearly as protective as those undertaken by the Lobster Fishery. The relative risks presented by the Lobster
Fishery—which have already been substantially mitigated over the last decade—do not justify unsupported agency mandates that could eliminate an
economic and fishing heritage that has sustained our coastal communities for
centuries and is an integral part of New England’s identity…”
“We have carefully reviewed the Draft BiOp and provide detailed comments…
which are summarized as follows:
1. The Lobster Fishery has substantially reduced the risk it presents to NARWs
over the past decade through implementation of risk reduction measures. The

The Decision Support Tool (“DST”) assigns equal weight to whale density, gear
density, and gear type even though reviewers believe that whale behavior and
gear type/configuration are the most relevant factors in determining entanglement risk. We suggest both approaches be evaluated.
4. Phases 3 and 4 of the Conservation Framework are likely unnecessary once
NMFS performs a more robust and accurate assessment of the effects of the
action. We recommend that NMFS undertake a comprehensive assessment
of Phases 1 and 2 that includes the participation of the states and the fisheries to ensure that the process is fully informed by the best scientific and commercial data available. The assessment should be reviewed by the Center for
Independent Experts (“CIE”). This will inform whether Phases 3 and 4 are necessary and, if so, how they should be modified.
5. The Conservation Framework’s benchmark of 0.11 M/SI is arbitrary and
unsupported by the best available science or the law. NMFS provides no explanation supporting this metric or an explanation of how it was calculated.
In any event, a “jeopardy” determination under Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA
does not turn on a single metric, much less one that is far more stringent than
would be required to achieve the more protective goals of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (“MMPA”). NMFS’s requirement that the M/SI rate “needs to be
reduced” to 0.11 to achieve a “no jeopardy” determination has no precedent in
the law or practice, and arbitrarily demands a result that exceeds the requirements of both the ESA and the MMPA.
6. It is unclear how NMFS intends the Conservation Framework to be implemented through, or in conjunction with, the two primary sources of authority that govern the ongoing federal regulation of the Lobster Fishery—i.e., the
Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative Management Act (“ACFCMA”) and the
MMPA. These statutory processes should be integrated into the Conservation
Framework.
7. We offer a number of specific recommendations for refinement and improvement of the Draft BiOp’s reasonable and prudent measures and associated terms and conditions.”

Continued on next page
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MLA COMMENTS ON NMFS’S PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO
THE ATLANTIC LARGE WHALE TAKE REDUCTION PLAN
“The MLA is committed to supporting both the continued viability of the Maine
lobster fishery and the improvement of the health of the western North Atlantic
stock of the North Atlantic right whale (“NARW”) through management measures that accurately address documented risks to the NARW based on the best
available science. Maine lobstermen are world leaders in conservation and
stewardship. We take pride in our longstanding sustainable fishing practices,
which include the implementation of successful measures for over two decades to protect the NARW. Since NMFS formed the Atlantic Large Whale Take
Reduction Team (“TRT”) in 1997, the MLA has been fully engaged in working to
reduce the potential risks to the NARW from entanglement in U.S. fishing gear.
We provide the comments below to inform and improve NMFS’s development
of a final rule and preparation of a final EIS. As an important initial matter,
we wish to emphasize that MLA opposes the proposed LMA1 restricted area,
which is the product of a legally, scientifically, and factually deficient process. The
TRT did not recommend (or even discuss) the LMA1 restricted area. No LMA1
closure of any kind was presented for public review and input in the scoping process for the DEIS. Consequently, the proposed LMA1 restricted area has not been
sufficiently vetted and, indeed, NMFS has substantially underestimated the economic impact of this proposal. A mere 60 days for public input is not adequate
to assess and inform a proposal that (1) will have adverse economic, operational,
safety, and social impacts on the fishery and (2) in the normal course, would
have been comprehensively investigated and informed through the statutorily
mandated Marine Mammal Protection Act (“MMPA”) take reduction planning
and National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”) scoping processes.”
In the short period of time that has been given, MLA has worked diligently to
assess the proposed LMA1 restricted area as best as possible under the circumstances. Notwithstanding MLA’s opposition, if NMFS decides to implement the
LMA1 restricted area, then MLA strongly recommends that NMFS: (1) shift the
closure period to September through December; (2) reconfigure the restricted
area as specifically described in the comments below; and (3) select Alternative
1-B (the “trigger” option). These recommendations would significantly reduce
the economic, operational, safety, and social impacts of the closure without
compromising conservation benefits to NARW.
Additionally, the “trigger” implementation option would also allow NMFS to
both implement the restricted area if and when it becomes necessary, and
properly investigate temporal and geographic options for the restricted area
based on full input from the fishery and other stakeholders. Our detailed comments and recommendations regarding the LMA1 restricted area are set forth
in Section II.D below.
The other key points and recommendations addressed in Section II below are
summarized briefly as follows:
•

The Proposed Rule unjustifiably targets the Northeast lobster fishery. There
have been no observed serious injury or mortality entanglements associated with the fishery since a comprehensive suite of protective measures
was implemented in 2009.

•

The 60% risk reduction target is flawed because it arbitrarily assigns only
50% of unknown entanglements to Canadian fisheries when the best available data show that a much higher percentage of entanglements occur within
Canadian fisheries. Within U.S. fisheries, NMFS arbitrarily assigns all risk for
unknown entanglements to trap/pot gear when the best available science
suggests that NARWs are twice as likely to be entangled in other types of
gear. Accordingly, we recommend that NMFS take a consistent probabilistic
approach for all apportionments that are made for purposes of determining
risk reduction, specifically to base apportionment on observed data.

•

The Proposed Rule fails to account for the full benefits of weakening vertical lines to reduce mortality and serious injury from entanglements. The
full benefits should be taken into account in the development of a final
rule.

•

The MLA strongly recommends that NMFS include conservation equivalencies in its final rule to allow lobstermen as much flexibility as possible
in implementing risk reduction measures, particularly when some of those
measures will not be practicable for many lobstermen.

•

The MLA supports the Proposed Rule’s gear-marking provisions.

•

The Proposed Rule underestimates economic impacts. When actual impacts are considered, the Proposed Rule is economically significant under
E.O. 12866 and must be evaluated as such.

•

The MLA recommends that NMFS adopt a phased-in implementation
schedule for a final rule because lobstermen cannot reconfigure and mark
gear in the middle of the fishing season. The final EIS must present a full
analysis of all of the technological, operational, economic, safety, and enforcement concerns that must be resolved for a ropeless gear fishery to be
viable.

•

Alternative 3 exceeds legal requirements, is impracticable, and fails to
maximize net benefits. NMFS should therefore not adopt Alternative 3 or

1.

2.

1.
2.

3.

3.

Only with Canadian participation can the right whale population
thrive, according to the recently released Biological Opinion. NMFS
graphic.
any portions of Alternative 3. The TRT process leading up to the TRP recommendations that form, in part, a basis for the Proposed Rule was rushed
and flawed. This undermines both the TRP recommendations and the
Proposed Rule…”
The MLA also identifies many safety, operational and economic concerns that
some lobstering operations will face as a result of the proposed trawling up and
weak point requirements.
“The MLA appreciates NMFS’s consideration of the comments and recommendations provided in this letter. The MLA remains committed to working with
NMFS to ensure that this rulemaking process achieves a result that maximizes
conservation benefits while also—and very importantly—minimizing adverse
economic, operational, and social impacts to the Maine Lobster Fishery. The
recommendations provided above will help to accomplish that balance and
ensure that any final rule is consistent with the best available scientific and
commercial data.”
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
STEAMING AHEAD
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•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend on
it since 1954.
President: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306
1st VP: John Williams
Stonington, 367-2731
2nd VP: Dustin Delano
Friendship, 542-7241

Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-0177
Joshua Beal, Milbridge, 479-9624
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 497-3440
Laurin Brooks, Kennebunk, 468-2165
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Jamien Hallowell, S. Bristol, 677-0148
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Troy Plummer, Boothbay, 350-7280
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Chris Welch, Kennebunk, 205-2093
Thomas Werner, Cape Elizabeth, 807-1048

Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org
Office Assistant
Becky Marshall

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’
MEETING SCHEDULE

In response to COVID-19,
the MLA has suspended
all in-person meetings. The
Board is meeting virtually
every two weeks.

I am forever an optimist, but the issues that Maine lobstermen are facing in 2021 keep me awake at night. The MLA is
rallying the troops and organizing our allies as we now face
the battle of our generation.
I’ve been in this job for more than 20 years and have firsthand experience of the many significant challenges the lobster industry has faced. Each time, the industry has united
and emerged stronger. As a fleet of small businesses, you
either adapt or you fail. When your job is your passion and
encompasses your heritage and identity, you find a way to
survive. That reality has kept Maine lobstermen sharp and
adaptable. Combining this survival instinct with our successful stewardship practices has been a recipe for success
for many decades.
But this time things are different. Over and over in my mind
I think “a 98% risk reduction
for the Maine lobster fishery?” I
know this fishery inside and out,
and I know in my gut that a 98%
risk isn’t anything that exists
for us. If the Biological Opinion
stands as it is, in ten years’ time
the Maine lobster fishery as we
know it will be erased. Our centuries-old fishing heritage will be
gone.
The Maine lobster fishery has
evolved to become one of the
most sustainable fisheries in the
world through a management
system and a business model
that sustains both the resource
and an extraordinary diversity of
lobstering businesses. Whether
you are a student fishing a small
boat or a larger boat fished by a
well-established lobsterman or
anything in between, there always has been a place for you on
the Maine coast.

now dictates our ability to challenge these regulations in
the future.
That is why the MLA immediately expanded its whale
team by adding an additional top-notch attorney and a
policy specialist and hiring a scientist to review the new
right whale population model NMFS unveiled in these
draft rules.
The MLA is doing everything we can to make sure that our
government does not hold Maine lobstermen accountable
for right whale deaths that we know are happening somewhere else. It’s just wrong and it will not save the whales.
As you can read in this issue, the MLA submitted extensive
comments on the draft Biological Opinion on behalf of 12
New England fishing groups addressing the legal and scientific flaws and also submitted extensive comments with
recommendations to correct and
improve the science and conservation measures in the proposed
whale rule.
Being caught in the crosshairs of
these management actions is frustrating, unfair, and maddening! We
know the facts — 12 right whales
died in Canada in 2017 and another ten in 2019. Three right whale
babies have been killed by boat
strikes in southeast over the last
two years. Over the last four years
more than one-third of right whale
entanglement deaths and injuries
occurred due to Canadian fishing
gear. The last right whale death or
injury linked to U.S. lobster gear
occurred in 2002; the last entanglement involving Maine lobster gear
was in 2004. Preliminary reports
on the recent death of right whale
3920, known as Cottontail, off
South Carolina indicate that it was
entangled in rope far larger than
that fished in the Maine lobster
fishery. Another entangled right
whale, 3560, sighted in Cape Cod
Bay in January, was also reportedly
entangled in large diameter rope
not fished by Maine lobstermen.

Those not familiar with the lobster fishery scratch their heads
and wonder why Maine is being obstinate in not embracing
What will we be able to pass on to the
ropeless fishing. If you work on
next generation of lobstermen?
the water, you know that this is a
fairy tale. Regardless of its techniThe situation we are in right now is
C. Clark photo.
cal, economic and safety absurdclearly unfair, but we must rememity, ropeless fishing would quickly
ber that we will not be allowed to
dismantle the heart and soul of our fishery.
fish unless the Biological Opinion and proposed rule are
Lobstering is a business. You fish to earn an income to sup- finalized by May 31. That is the law and we cannot change
port your family and community. Ropeless fishing requires it. But there is a lot we can do. Step one is to make sure
an outlay of cash and overhead impossible for the majority both rules are implemented on time so that we have a fishof lobstermen. If this technology is forced on our fishery, I ery, but with enough flexibility so that lobstermen can fish
predict the end of Maine’s owner-operator lobster fishery, safely and stay in business. Step two is to fix the substandmassive consolidation of the fleet into the hands of those ard science and modelling that focus regulatory efforts on
who have access to capital, and the end of our diverse fleet Maine lobstermen and not on the activities that are actuwhich provides a stable source of jobs and economic sta- ally killing right whales. One of MLA’s central arguments is
that the most draconian measures proposed are unlikely
bility in our rural coastal communities.
to be effective at saving whales and unnecessary if NMFS
There will be winners and losers. The winners will be those adopts corrections proposed in the MLA’s comments.
with deep pockets, and the losers will be the thousands of
small operators who lack the resources and sophistication We cannot be successful in this effort without continued
to transition to an expensive high tech fishery. It will not be strong support for the MLA Legal Defense Fund. I ask all
a fishery that we can pass on to our children and the out- lobstermen, lobstering businesses and anyone who cares
about the Maine lobster fishery to support the Legal
look for Maine’s rural coastal communities is bleak.
Defense Fund. Quite literally, the future of the lobster inUpon reviewing and understanding the implications of dustry is at stake.
the Biological Opinion and the proposed whale rule this
winter, I realized that the MLA had one solid chance to get As always, stay safe on the water.
the lobster industry’s position on the record. Because we
are responding to rulemaking, these comments become
part of the administrative record which serves as the basis
of any future legal challenge. What we say and don’t say
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MAINE OFFSHORE WIND FLOATING RESEARCH ARRAY
Offshore wind development continues to be a major concern for lobstermen,
with a high level of opposition among the industry. MLA opposes offshore wind
development and is monitoring proposals for offshore wind projects in the Gulf
of Maine. The Governor’s Energy Office continues to move forward with plans
to apply for a lease to build a commercial research array off the southern Maine
coast. They plan to submit the application to BOEM this summer.
New England Aqua Ventus
(NEAV) is moving forward
with its plans to build a turbine at Monhegan. NEAV
hired Fugro USA to conduct a
geophysical and geotechnical
seabed survey from March 8
to April 4 from Monhegan to
East Boothbay. Lobstermen
were asked to move gear from
the center line of the survey
with a 15-meter offset on each
side. However, many were
frustrated to lose gear that
was set outside the survey
path as the vessel conducted
equipment calibrations. The
survey is being conducted
with three vessels: the large
M/V Fugro Explorer (260 feet),
the M/V Go Liberty (150 feet)
and the small R/V Westerly.

lished areas, it is calibrating equipment there and lobstermen are losing gear.
Dustin Delano, Friendship lobsterman and MLA vice-president, was part of the
protest. “Fishermen feel like their voices aren’t really being heard. We’re not in
favor of industrializing the Gulf of Maine with wind turbines,” he said. “I don’t
really want to be the guinea pig.”
In response to the lobsterman’s peaceful protest, a spokesperson for the wind
developer accused lobstermen of deliberately setting gear to block the path of
the survey vessel. According to Delano, when lobstermen ran the survey route
during the protest, there was practically no gear there. Both Marine Patrol and
the US Coast Guard responded to the protest.
NEW ENGLAND AQUA VENTUS GEAR LOSS FORM
According to NEAV, if the Fugro survey vessels encounter gear during operations, they will record the date, time, location, and water depth; new location
if gear was inadvertently dragged; description of gear (gear type, tag number,
buoy color); damage to the gear, survey vessel, or equipment; and photo documentation.
If gear becomes entangled in survey vessel or equipment, Fugro will contact
Marine Patrol to notify them that gear is being taken aboard and it will be
turned over to Marine Patrol at the earliest possible opportunity. If the gear
contains identifying information, Marine Patrol will contact the license holder.
There is a compensation program for gear loss that takes place outside of the
survey corridor.
New England Aqua Ventus has a gear loss form posted on its website. If lobster
gear is lost due to day-to-day operations of New England Aqua Ventus, lobstermen may apply for reimbursement of lost gear through this form. Download
the form at https://2blypr312v4ypfi9w15dwdrv-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wpcontent/uploads/2021/02/NEAV-Gear-Compensation-Form-v1.pdf.

The MLA is working with a
coalition of Maine fishing groups to ensure the fishing industry has a united,
strong and credible voice in this process. The group sent a letter to Governor
Mills in January outlining its concerns with regard to offshore wind. The MLA
board continued discussions about offshore wind at its meetings throughout
the winter.

Lobstermen must provide information on where and when gear was lost, if
you witnessed the gear loss, if you tried to grapple for the gear, if you contacted DMR about it, and the number and rigging of the traps. The form must be
signed and notarized. The contact at New England Aqua Ventus for gear loss is
Duncan McEachern, 254 Commercial Street, Suite 245, Portland Maine, 04101,
207 523 3457 or info@dowdev.com.

MAINE OFFSHORE WIND OUTREACH

NOAA DATA BUOYS BACK ONLINE

The Governor’s Energy Office has been providing educational webinars and
soliciting feedback from stakeholders through online work sessions. To date,
three webinars have been held. The first took place on February 26 and presented an overview of current offshore wind floating technology. The second
was held March 26 and covered offshore wind cable laying and maintenance.
The third took place on March 30 and examined the offshore wind supply chain
through lessons learned in the United Kington.

Lobstermen were frustrated by a widespread outage of NOAA’s data buoys
which meant that they were not able to access wind and wave data. According
to the NOAA’s National Data Buoy Center, the data flow was interrupted by a
flooding issue in a server room in a building in Silver Spring, Maryland. The
Center has restored an alternate data pathway and the data are now flowing
normally from their systems.

The state has also been holding work sessions with various groups. According
to the Governor’s Energy Office, these sessions were meant to provide participants an opportunity to review existing data in detail; help identify future data
needs and processes; detail impacts and issues; help influence where the array
is sited and how it is configured; and shape the research approach. To date, two
wildlife work sessions were held on March 5 and March 26 and two fisheries
work sessions on March 10 and March 31.

MAINE LEGISLATURE UPDATE

All webinars and work sessions are recorded and available on the Maine
Governor’s Energy Office YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJNMdt-HCCIf6kePI6Jqhzg.
The Department of Marine Resources (DMR) held zone council meetings to engage with zone councils D, E and F whose lobstermen fish in the federal waters
being reviewed for a floating offshore wind research array. DMR explained its
role in the process, provided an overview of the project and focused discussion
on available information about fishing activity in the area, particularly gaps
in that data, and also summarized feedback the agency had received through
conversations with industry members. These online meetings were held in
Zone F on March 23, Zone E on March 24 and Zone D on March 30.
LOBSTERMEN HOLD PEACEFUL PROTEST OPPOSING
MONHEGAN WIND PROJECT
Nearly 100 boats gathered south of Monhegan Island on March 21 to protest the
geophysical and geotechnical seabed survey conducted by Fugro USA. Lobster
boats lined up in a single file of nearly two miles, and then ran their boats along
the cable route into Boothbay Harbor.
Lobstermen have been calling state officials to report that the survey vessel has
been operating outside of the cable survey route. Lobstermen have removed
gear from the published survey route to adjacent areas where the boat is not
supposed to be operating. Although the boat is not surveying in these unpub-

The Maine Legislature, including the Marine Resources Committee, continues
to conduct its work remotely. Due to COVID, the state Capitol complex is not
holding in-person meetings; all public hearings and participation are conducted via Zoom or through YouTube.
The Marine Resources Committee discussed LD 28 An Act Regarding Access to
Lobster Licenses, which had been discussed during the last legislative session.
The bill was turned into a Resolve directing DMR to evaluate the limited entry
system for the lobster industry; DMR reported back on March 15, 2021. DMR
presented an overview of the state’s lobster entry program. There are currently
227 people on the waiting list; the longest waiting list is Zone A with 61 individuals; the shortest is Zone C with 12. In 2020, 60 people from the waiting lisst
and 51 students received lobster licenses. A summary of DMR’s presentation is
available at http://legislature.maine.gov/doc/6321. The Committee will resume
discussions on this Resolve and is authorized to propose new legislation to address this issue.
LD 101, An Act To Prohibit Offshore Wind Energy Development, introduced by
Rep. Faulkingham of Winter Harbor, would prohibit any department or agency
of state government from permitting, approving or otherwise authorizing an
offshore wind energy development project. State agencies would be required to
submit legislation necessary to align those provisions of law under their respective jurisdictions with the prohibition on offshore wind energy development
projects by December 1, 2021. The term “offshore wind energy development
project” includes community-based offshore wind energy projects, deep-water
offshore wind energy pilot projects, offshore wind energy demonstration projects and offshore wind power projects, which are all categories of projects currently authorized by law. This bill has been referred to the Energy, Utilities and
Technology Committee but no public hearing has been scheduled.
Continued on page 10
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA Update continued from page 9

LD 336, An Act To Encourage Research To Support the Maine Offshore Wind
Industry, introduced by Sen. Lawrence from York, would require the Public
Utilities Commission to negotiate and, to the maximum extent practicable,
enter into or order another entity to enter into long-term contracts necessary to facilitate research on the development of floating offshore wind energy
projects on the outer continental shelf in the Gulf of Maine. This bill has been
referred to the Energy, Utilities and Technology Committee but no public hearing has been scheduled.
LD 338, An Act To Amend the Law Governing the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative (DMR bill) reauthorizes the MLMC for five more years. The
Marine Resources Committee has supported this bill but it has not yet been
approved by the full Legislature.
LD 1182, An Act To Allow Commercial Lobster License Holders To Engage in
Demonstration Fishing with a Special Charter License, introduced by Rep.
Faulkingham of Winter Harbor, would allow holders of commercial lobster licenses to also hold a marine harvesting demonstration license. Commercial
lobstermen would be required to use different buoys and tags for the demonstration harvesting than for their commercial harvesting. No public hearing
has been held.
LD 767, An Act To Allow the Participation of Marine Patrol Officers in Proceedings
for Administrative Suspension of a License or Certificate (DMR bill) would
amend the law to allow a marine patrol officer to represent DMR in a hearing
for administrative suspension of a license or certificate. The public hearing is
scheduled for March 31.
LD 502, An Act To Broaden the Definition of “Working Waterfront” with Respect to
Land Use Planning, introduced by Rep. McDonald of Stonington, is a concept
draft to facilitate a review of how working waterfront or working waterfront
property is defined and treated throughout Maine Statutes to assess whether
statutory or regulatory changes are needed to better recognize and account for
water-dependent commercial activities in the State’s land use planning, resiliency planning and climate change adaptation strategies. This bill has been referred to the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources but no public
hearing has been scheduled.

MASSACHUSETTS ‘ROPELESS’ FISHING GEAR FEASIBILITY
STUDY
The Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) is assessing ‘ropeless’
fishing gear in the New England lobster fishery. The project includes interviews
with fishermen, technologists, policy experts, and scientists to fully evaluate
the challenges and opportunities of the new gear type.
Prior research on ropeless gear has focused on the mitigation of risk to endangered marine life. Yet there is still much to learn about the technological, legal,
and regulatory aspects of ropeless gear as well as its operational and economic unknowns for the region’s fishermen and coastal communities. This project
builds knowledge about each of these issues and will produce a set of recommendations for future policy development and possible implementation. Fishermen
are invited to participate in interviews to provide feedback on ropeless fishing. You can schedule an interview online at https://calendly.com/homarus/
interview?month=2021-03 and additional information on the project is available
at https://www.mass.gov/service-details/ropeless-fishing-gear-feasibility-study.
MLA 67TH ANNUAL MEETING TACKLES TOUGH TOPICS
Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) members gathered together online
though Zoom for the association’s 67th annual meeting on March 12. The meeting focused on two issues facing the state’s lobstermen: proposed new rules to
safeguard endangered North Atlantic right whales and Governor Mills’ plan
to site a wind turbine array in federal waters off southern or midcoast Maine.
MLA president Kristan Porter opened the meeting and greeted attendees. “It’s
been a crazy year, with the virus, whales and wind power coming up. Thank
you to our members for sticking with us this year. And thank you to everyone
who has donated to the Legal Defense Fund.”
Porter introduced the slate of candidates for the MLA Board of Directors. He
thanked Mike Sargent for his time on the board. The slate was approved unanimously by members. The MLA welcomes two new board members: Joshua Beal
of Milbridge and Troy Plummer of Boothbay.

LD 391, An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding Marine Resources, introduced by
Rep. McCreight of Harpswell, is a concept draft to allow the Marine Resources
Committee to discuss amending the laws governing marine resources. No public hearing has been scheduled.
LD 1146, An Act To Protect Maine’s Waters, introduced by Rep. Alley of Beals, is
a concept draft that would explore significant changes to Maine’s aquaculture
leasing laws. No public hearing has been scheduled.
LD 987, An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for the Portland Harbor
Commercial Revitalization Project’s Confined Aquatic Disposal Cell and Dredging
Projects, introduced by Sen. Chipman of Cumberland, was referred to the
Appropriations Committee. The bill seeks a $28,000,000 bond to construct a
confined aquatic disposal cell within Portland Harbor and conduct a maintenance dredge of the marine facilities of Portland and South Portland in order
to promote commercial economic growth, maintain the working waterfront
and improve the sediment and water quality of the harbor, allowing the marine
industry to continue to grow and support the State’s economy.
MLA executive director Patrice McCarron spoke about the wind research array proposed by Governor Mills. The MLA board opposes the proposal for a
variety of reasons, chief among them that offshore wind threatens Maine’s centuries old fishing heritage and will replace dependable local fishing jobs with
uncertain promises by international energy companies. The MLA is partnering
with numerous fishing organizations to ensure the fishing industry presents its
concerns with a united voice. As a result, Governor Mills has pushed the state’s
filing deadline for an offshore lease application to this summer, rather than
early spring, and intends to seek a ten-year moratorium on commercial wind
projects in state waters.
McCarron introduced Annie Hawkins, executive director of the Responsible
Offshore Development Alliance (RODA). The MLA has been a member of RODA
since 2019. RODA currently has more than 200 fishing associations and fishing
industry members from across the country. Hawkins emphasized that RODA
is a fishing advocacy organization itself, formed solely for the purpose to give
voice to the consensus views of fishermen concerning offshore wind power.

A building covered with buoys stands as testament to the longevity of
the Maine lobster fishery. MLMC photo.

Hawkins noted that the new Administration is fully committed to increasing
offshore wind power. “President Biden said he wants to double U.S. production
of offshore wind,” Hawkins said. The Vineyard Wind project in federal waters
off Massachusetts is the only offshore wind development currently before the
Bureau of Offshore Energy Management (BOEM); the Biden Administration
stated in early March that a final decision on that project would occur within
30 days. Thirteen offshore projects located off New England and the mid-Atlantic states will be under review by BOEM this year.
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“Fishermen are not full planner or partners in the Gulf of Maine research array
proposed by Governor Mills,” Hawkins said.
The meeting then turned to the complex legal and regulatory realities facing
the Maine lobster fishery to help recover endangered right whales. McCarron
began by explaining how the fishery came to be in this situation.
Right whale population numbers had steadily increased since the introduction
of the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan in 1997, from 295 to 458 animals in 2015. That increase occurred as lobstermen implemented a variety of
measures to protect the whales, including the use of sinking line, weak links,
and trawling up traps. “Right whale entanglement in lobster gear declined by
90% since 2010,” McCarron noted. “There has been just one known lobster entanglement since 2010.” It was a non-serious injury.

lowed and that zero lethal take of right whales occurs. This is extremely important because the lobster fishery cannot operate without a Biological Opinion
in place. Phase I of the Conservation Framework is the implementation of the
60% risk reduction through the new whale rules (which calls for increases in
the number of traps per trawl, the addition of weak points in vertical lines, an
offshore closure and changes to gear marking). Additional risk reductions to
achieve the full 98% risk reduction are scheduled for implementation in 2025
and 2030.
The MLA will address deficiencies in the Proposed Rule in the short-term and
then turn its efforts to improving the science used by NMFS before future phases of the Biological Opinion are implemented.
In its comments on the Proposed Rule, the MLA laid out evidence that NMFS’s
60% risk reduction is flawed because it arbitrarily assigns 50% of unknown entanglements equally to Canada and the U.S., despite data that show most of
the entanglement deaths occur in Canada. The rule also fails to account for the
full conservation benefits of weak points in vertical lines and grossly underestimates economic impact of these measures on the lobster fishery. The MLA
also firmly opposed the LMA 1 seasonal closure and the use of ropeless fishing
gear. Should the closure be retained in the final rule, however, the MLA called
for splitting the closure between LMA Area 1 and 3, and only having the closure
occur if a specific trigger, such as whale presence, is reached.
The MLA also provided new data on the economic impact of the Proposed
Rule. The MLA surveyed lobstermen and learned that the LMA 1 closure alone
would cost the Maine lobster industry between $1 to $2 million per year, vastly
more than the $114,000 to $340,000 estimated in the proposed rule.

In 2017, as a result of the creation of the first right whale population model, we
learned that the right whale population had been in decline since 2010. More
right whales are dying each year than are being born, so the population is declining. In response to a changing ocean environment, right whale distribution
patterns have shifted. They now feed in Canada’s Gulf of St Lawrence in large
numbers during the summer. Many of the right whale deaths have occurred in
Canada with 12 whales dying there in 2017, and another 10 in 2019. As a result,
U.S. environmental organizations sued NMFS in 2018 to increase protections
for right whales from the lobster industry.
In August 2020, the D.C. District Court found that NMFS had violated the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) by not issuing an Incidental Take Statement
(ITS) for right whales in the lobster fishery, and determined the 2014 Biological
Opinion was not valid. However, the judge did not shut the fishery down immediately, instead requiring NMFS to issue a new Biological Opinion by May
31, 2021.

“The MLA objected to both the substance and the analysis behind the rule,”
McCarron said. “We strongly opposed the closure because it has never even
been discussed and there is no scientific basis for it. And the MLA is pushing
NMFS to make the rules more flexible to help lobstermen safely comply by allowing conservation equivalencies.”
The MLA organized 11 fishing organizations to sign onto its comments on the
Biological Opinion. “It was important to show that fishermen are standing together in this fight to save our fisheries,” explained McCarron. In its comment
letter, MLA’s whale team laid out a series of legal and scientific arguments that
would negate the need for future risk reductions from the lobster fishery. An
overarching concern is that NMFS will hold the U.S. lobster fishery accountable for whale deaths that occur in Canadian waters. “The agency inflated
the risk [to the whales] from the lobster fishery and discounted the risk from
Canada,” McCarron said.

Two other suits against the lobster fishery were brought by whale activist Max
Strahan, one in Massachusetts and one in Maine. The Massachusetts case resulted in a ruling that the state must obtain an Incidental Take Permit (ITP)
from NMFS in order to license fisheries using vertical lines in state waters. As
part of its effort to obtain an ITP, Massachusetts has approved a new suite of
right whale conservation measures for all state waters, effective May 1.
In Maine, despite Strahan’s motion to dismiss his own suit, the judge ordered
a temporary stay of the case pending the May 31, 2021 deadline set by the
Washington, D.C. District Court.
With the future of the Maine lobster industry at stake, the MLA revived its Legal
Defense Fund (LDF). “The MLA understood it was no longer enough to respond
to lawsuits and management proposals. If we are to keep this fishery from
being shut down, we need be proactive and address this issue on all fronts,”
McCarron explained. The Board set an ambitious first year goal of $500,000 to
launch this effort.
Since that time the MLA has expanded its whale team and ramped up its representation of the lobster industry’s concerns with efforts to expand right whale
protections. The MLA submitted a detailed set of facts drawing upon expert
witnesses to the Washington, D.C. court case; submitted extensive technical
comments on both the draft Biological Opinion and Proposed Rule, the draft
2020 right whale stock assessment, and the 2020 Marine Mammal Protection
Act List of Fisheries. The MLA is also preparing comments on the review of the
Vessel Strike Rule.
2021 has been largely consumed by responding to the draft Biological Opinion
and Proposed Rule released by NMFS. “It’s been an incredible few months
getting through more than 1,500 pages of text and understanding what it all
means for the lobster industry,” McCarron said. “There was no doubt that the
future of the lobster fishery is on the line and we have just one chance to get our
concerns on the record. MLA immediately expanded our whale team to ensure
that we exhaust every possible strategy and lay the groundwork for possible
future challenges.”
The draft Biological Opinion found that the lobster fishery does not jeopardize the right whale population provided that a stringent 10-year Conservation
Framework plan that reduces risk to the whales by the fishery by 98% is fol-

In addition, the MLA’s scientific review revealed significant deficiencies in
NMFS’s right whale population projection model. MLA’s review determined
that the model is unreliable and uses unrealistic worst case scenario assumptions for a 50-year population projection, leading to a conclusion that right
whales will continue to decline even if all U.S. federal fixed gear fisheries are
shut down. Furthermore, the Decision Support Tool used to estimate the risk
reduction value of specific conservation measures is flawed because it assigns
equal weight to whale density, gear density and gear type, which does not accurately reflect entanglement risk to right whales because it is dependent on
their location and behavior at the time they encounter gear.
McCarron then introduced the MLA whale team. Ryan Steen, a partner at Stoel
Rives in Seattle, Washington, has been involved in the Hawaiian long line and
California Dungeness crab fisheries. Jane Luxton, who has worked with the
MLA since 2018, was the former general counsel at NOAA. Mary Anne Mason
has been counsel for the MLA since 2007 and is a former Washington, D.C.
lawyer. The MLA has also contracted with additional experts. The meeting included an extended question and answer session among MLA members on
the intricacies of NMFS’s whale rules, the draft Biological Opinion and understanding strategies to combat flaws in both. The meeting closed at 5:15 p.m.
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BUY AMERICAN
BUY AQUAMESH®

FRESH BAIT
DIRECT FROM O’HARA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

Artwork courtesy of Joe Higgins of Fished Impressions

SINCE 1907

1.800.762.6374 • www.riverdale.com • sales@riverdale.com

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856

HAMILTONcan help!
Many Hamilton Marine employees maintain their own boats. We know and use the products we sell
and can tell you what works best for a given application. If you have questions about a simple
repair or a daunting project, contact us. We can help.

Easy
one-stop

shopping!

We have a 16,000 sq. ft. warehouse in
Searsport stocked full of the gear and
supplies Maine ﬁshermen use to earn
their living.

Open House

800-639-2715
hamiltonmarine.com

KITTERY
PORTLAND
ROCKLAND
SEARSPORT
SW HARBOR
JONESPORT

SALE

APRIL 10 -18
Shop in store, online or
by phone for the lowest
prices of the year!

Photo by Wayne Hamilton ©
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Open
n Enrollmentt Iss Back!

Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

Now
w Untill May
y 15th

Patty
y Lovess The
e MLA
A and
d She
e Wantss To
o
Help
p You
u Gett Insurance

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.

To Enroll,, Contactt Patty
y Lovell:

• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.

Apply
y Forr Open
n Enrollmentt
Phone:: 207--860--4482
Email:: plovell@wmca.org

• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com
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2021 Business Directory
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Accountants

Back River Tax Accounting
56 Maine Street, Brunswick, ME 04011
207-607-7118
rick@backrivertaxaccounting.com
www.backrivertaxaccounting.com
*Free initial consultation, review of previous tax
returns.

Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave, Farmingdale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
*Free initial consultation and review of previous tax returns.

Boat Builder & Repair

Bring It, Inc.
PO Box 161
Jonesport, ME 04646
207-598-8818
bdurkee24@gmail.com

Cape Porpoise Lobster Co, Inc.
PO Box 7217 Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900 info@capeporpoiselobster.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
*10% off picked lobster meat

CBS Lobster & Bait
52 Union Wharf
Portland ME 04101
207-775-2917 cbslobster13@yahoo.com

1513 Portland Rd., Arundel, ME 04046
207-985-3537 info@weirsgmc.com
www.weirsgmc.com

Buy a new GMC truck & get a free Bullet Liner

Farrin’s Boat Shop
19 Sproul Road
Walpole ME 04573
207-563-5510
www.farrinsboatshop.com
Johns Bay Boat Company
PO Box 58
South Bristol ME
207-644-8261
www.johnsbayboat.com
Journey’s End Marina
120 Tillson Ave.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-0400
www.journeysendmarina.com

Automotive - Truck

Newcastle Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
207-563-8138
“Where you are a friend, not a number!”
www.newcastlechrysler.com

SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427 swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
*$1000 discount for hull or top on a 38” or 44’ CB

Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St
East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
lou@channelfishco.com

Documentation &
Marine Surveys
Coastal Documentation II
342 Gurnet Rd.
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-596-6575
coastaldocumentationii@gmail.com
www.coastaldocumentation.com
Northeast Marine Survey, Inc
9 Bangs Shore Road
Orrs Island, ME 04066
207-833-0954 nemsinc@comcast.net
www.northeastmarinesurvey.us

Electronics
Lousianna Bait Products, Inc.
11908 Highway 87
Jeanerette LA 70544
www.getbait.com
shawn@getbait.com

Island Fishing Gear & NAPA Auto Parts
PO Box 292
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-5959
visitthegirls@msn.com

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
11 Bellwether Way Ste 109
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-399-6993 info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts for MLA members

Bait Dealers
Atlantic Bug Bait
6 Hudson Blvd
Machias ME 04654
www.altanticbugbaitcom
207-255-5955
$1 off per bucket of hog hide, $40 off a pallet
Harbor Bait
69 Atlantic Ave
Boothbay, ME 04537
harborbait@outlook.com
207-633-2214
M & B Fish Co.
26 Moran Rd
Bridgton, ME 04009
865-806-9997 mbfishco@gmail.com
Selling catfish heads to Maine lobstermen
Old School Pig Hide
Andrew Hall
34 Fitzhenry Lane, Cutler, ME 04626
oldschooltrucking.com 207-812-5211
$1.00 off per bucket

Lund’s Fishery, Inc.
997 Ocean Dr. Cape May, NJ 08204
207-415-4547
htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

Worcesters Lobster Bait
259 Bowden Point Rd.
Prospect, ME 04981
207-469-7585
worcestersbaitshop@hotmail.com
www.worcesterslobsterbait.com

Select Business Members - color ad
Keeper Business Members - written listing
Those offering discounts to MLA members red

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
www.navtronics.com
207-363-1150
cdenning@navtronics.com
%5 off purchases for MLA members

NAVROC Marine Electronics
156 New County Rd
Rockland ME 04841
jason@rockbound.com
207-596-7803
Pete’s Marine Electronics
101 Washington Rd.
Waldoboro, ME 04572
207-350-2500
petesmarine@yahoo.com
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Education & Entertainment

Julie Taylor
1 West St., Bar Harbor, ME 04609
888-942-5374 info@barharborwhales.com
www.barharborwhales.com

Bar Harbor Whale Watch Company

Fuel

154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
info@colbyandgale.com
207-563-3414
www.colbyandgale.com

Fishing Marine & Industrial
Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St
Bath, ME 04530
207-443-1316 info@maritimeme.com
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
*Free Admission to MLA members

Downeast Boat Company
Stan Makara
Belfast Public Landing, Belfast ME 04915
207-930-0003 info@lobsterboattour.com
www.lobsterboatour.com
Finestkind Scenic Cruises
PO Box 1828
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5227
ehubbard@maine.rr.com
www.finestkindcruises.com

Financial & Investment

Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
207-784-0193 800-831-4230
David.Bishop@farmcrediteast.com
www.farmcrediteast.com

Hamilton Marine
155 E Main St
Searsport, ME 04974
207-548-6302; 800-639-2715
bclements@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com

Tightlines Tackle Company
60 School Street’
Daariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
tightlinestackle.com

Guy Cotton Inc.
782 South Water St.
New Bedford, MA 02740
800-444-6050
info@guycottenusa.com
www.guycottenusa.com
Journey’s End Marina
120 Tillson Ave
Rockland ME 04841
www.journeyendmarina.com
207-594-0400
info@journeysendmarina.com
Midcoast Marine Supply
153 New County Rd.
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-594-0011
mms@midcoast.com;
www.midcoastmarinesupply.com

Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
135 High St
Ellsworth ME 04605
888-853-7100
www.bhbt.com
14 locations from Topsham to Lubec
First National Bank
PO Box 940
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3195; 800-564-3195
steve.poulin@thefirst.com
www.thefirst.com
Maine Financial Group Inc.
144 Route 1
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-885-5900; 800-974-9995
j.amabile@mainefinancialgroup.com
www.katahdintrust.com
Twin City Financial Group
1071 Lisbon St
Lewiston ME 04240
207-777-6266 Mike@twincityfg.com
www.twincityfg.com

Novatec Braids Ltd
234 Water St.
Yarmouth, NS B5A 4P8
902-742-1832
performance@novabraid.com
www.novabraid.com
New England Marine & Industrial Inc.
200 Spaulding Turnpike
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-436-2836; 800-492-0779
info@newenglandmarine.com
www.newenglandmarine.com
Pack Edge
340 Presumpscot St
Portland ME 04103
jfreeman@packedgeinc.com
207-799-6600
Polyform US
7030 S. 224th St.
Kent, WA 98032
253-872-0300; 800-423-0664
fenders@polyformus.com
www.polyformus.com
Rope Razor
3628 Turner Ridge Rd.
Somerville, ME 04348
207-549-7204
www.roperazor.com
Superior Marine Products Inc.
32 Lewiston Rd Bldg. 2
Gray ME 04039
207-292-2590 sales@superiormarineproducts.com
www.superiormarineproducts.com

Gifts

Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com

Hydraulics

Coastal Hydraulics, Inc.
28 Route 286
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914 sales@coastalhyd.com
*10%off in-stock items for MLA members

Hews Company, LLC
190 Rumery St, South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136; 800-234-4397
info@hewsco.com
www.hewsco.com
*10% off all hydraulic components

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.
227 Middlesex Rd.
Topsham, ME 04086
207-725-7552
Marine Hydraulic Engineering
17 Gordon Dr.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-9527
marinhyd@midcoast.com
www.midcoastmarine.com

Industry Organizations

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
2 Union St, Suite 204
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

107 Waterhouse Rd
Bourne, MA 02532
fishingsales@woodsholegroup.com
508-540-8080
www.woodsholegroup.com

Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation
PO Box 523
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-985-8088 erin@gomlf.org
www.gomlf.org
Island Fishermen’s Wives Association
PO Box 293
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-5579
ifwa@msn.com
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Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries
13 Atlantic Ave
PO Box 27
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2708
info@coastalfisheries.org
www.coastalfisheries.org
Maine Sea Grant
5784 York Complex, Bldg 6
Orono, ME 04469
207-581-1435
www.seagrant.umaine.edu

RDR Lobster Inc.
1077 Bar Harbor Rd
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Travis Thompson
286 Island Rd, Spruce Head ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
www.atwoodlobster.com

Net Your Problem
Erin Adams
PO Box 95196
Seattle WA 98145
207-360-9076
erin@netyourproblem.com
Penobscot Bay & River Pilots Assn
18 Mortland Rd.
Searsport, ME 04984
207-548-1077
pilots@penbaypilots.com
www.penbaypilots.com

Cranberry Isles Fishermens Co-op
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
www.littlecranberrylobster.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
www.shucksmaine.com

DC Air & Seafood
258 Newman St
Winter Harbor, ME 04693

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd
South Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Insurance

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route One, Falmouth, ME 04105
207-781-5553; 800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
*discounts on vessel insurance

Varney Agency, Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
Chapman & Chapman
PO Box 1030
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3143; 800-370-3143
kathy@chapmanandchapmanins.com
www.chapmanandchapmanins.com
FA Peabody Insurance
Josh McGuire
254 Main St
Calais, ME 04619
800-759-4478 josh.mcguire@fapeabody.com

207-963-7139 www.dcairandseafood.com

Little Bay Lobster
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
ashafmaster@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Ben McKinney
84 Industrial Park Rd
Saco ME 04072
207-332-0304
ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com

Swans Island Fishermen’s Co-op
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

Beals Jonesport Coop Inc.
PO Box 195, Jonesport, ME 04649
207-497-2020
beals-jonesport@myfairpoint.net

Legal Services
Berman Simmons, Attorneys
Dov Sacks, Esq., Maritime Law
129 Lisbon St
Lewiston, ME 04240
207-784-3576

Stonington Lobster Co-op
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286; 800-315-6625
lobstercoop@myfairpoint.net
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Maine Coast, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876

Lobster- Wholesale/Retail

Conaryy Cove Lobster Company, Inc.
83 Conaryy Cove Rd
Deer Isle, ME 04627
207-348-6185
Inland Seafood
PO Box 172
Milbridge ME 04658
207-546-3333
Interstate Lobster Inc.
PO Box 269
Harpswell, ME 04079
207-833-5516

Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net

31 Badgers Island Road West
Kittery ME 03904
207-703-3282
www.maineoceanlobster.com

Island Seafood, LLC
PO Box 574
Eliot, ME 03903
207-439-8508
randyisf@comcast.net
Kips Seafood Co.
117 River Rd.
Cushing, ME 04563
207-354-6265
Continued next page...

F.W. Thurston
PO Box 178
Bernard, ME 04612
207-244-3320

Georgetown Fishermen’s Coop
89 Moores Turnpike
Georgetown, ME 04548

Thank you for your support!
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Lobster - continued

Marine Engines

Lobster Trap Co.
290 Shore Rd.
Bourne, MA 02532
800-360-5111
info@lobstertrap.com
www.lobstertrao.com

10 Gibson Rd
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

Port Clyde Fishermen’s Coop
PO Box 103
Port Clyde, ME 04855
207-372-8922
Port Lobster Company
PO Box 729
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-20081
portlob@gwi.net
www.portlobster.com
South Bristol Fishermens Co-op
PO Box 63
South Bristol, ME 04568
207-644-8224
sbcoop63@yahoo.com
www.southbristolcoop.com
Tenants Harbor Fisherman’s Co-op
12 Commercial St
Tenants harbor, ME 04860
207-372-8637
www.tenantsharborfishermanscoop.com

10 Quarry Drive
Milford, MA 01757
www.miltoncat.com
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com

Vinalhaven Fishermen’s Co-op
PO Box 366
Vinalhaven, ME 04863
207-863-2263

Bell Power Systems
34 Plains Rd
Essex, CT 06426
860-767-7502
www.bellpower.com

Winter Harbor Lobster Co-op
PO Box 69, Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
www.winterharborlobstercoop.com
10% off picked lobstermeat

Infab Refractories
150 Summer St
Lewiston, ME 04042
John Bergeron 207-783-2075
jbergeron@infabrefractories.com
www.infabrefractories.com

Propellers

Power Product Systems
432 Warren Ave
Portland ME 04103
Alex Russo arusso@powerprodsys.com
207-797-5950

Trap Builders & Supplies

Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763; 800-426-4526
info@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545; 800-451-1200
mikew@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

Sea Rose Trap Company
9 Digital Drive
Biddeford ME 04005
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com

Riverdale Mills Corp
130 Riverdale St
Northbridge MA 01534
800-762-6374
cmalbone@riverdale.com
www.riverdale.com

Restaurants
13 Industrial Way, Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119 www.nautilus-marine.com
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
*5% discount on propeller reconditioning

New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666 neprop@aol.com
www.neprop.com
*Discounts on marine propellers, shafting, and related
items repairs & sales

Accutech Marine Propeller
24 Crosby Rd Unit #6
Dover NH 03820
603-617-3626
Sales@accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair. Discounts vary by manufacturer
for new props, shafting and other hardware

Refrigeration

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com

Safety Training & Equipment

Barnacle Billys, Inc.
PO Box 837
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
theclamshack@roadrunner.com
www.theclamshack.net
Beals Lobster Pier
PO Box 225, Southwest Harbor, ME 04679
207-244-3202
www.bealslobster.com
justin@bealslobster.com
Bowdoin College Dining Services
3700 College Station, Thorne Hall
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-725-3432 www.bowdoin.edu
Jack’s Lobster Shack
1040 River Rd
Edgewater NJ 07020
201-224-2808
www.jackslobstershack.com

Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
www.survivalatsea.com

Chase Leavitt Co.
PO Box 589
Portland, ME 04112
207-772-6383 jonl@chaseleavitt.com
www.chaseleavitt.com
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
148 Waterville Rd.
Belfast, ME 04915
207-338-1603
jmcmillan@mcmillanoffshore.com
www.mcmillanoffshore.com
*25% discount on USCG Drill Conductor Training

Business Support Svcs

Kevin Kennedy
50 Portland Pier Suite 301
Portland, ME 04101
207-761-2426
kkennedy@acadiabenefits.com
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2021 MAINE LOBSTER BOAT RACING

6&+('8/(
19 JUNE
Boothbay Harbor
Ashlee Lowery (207) 808-9230
20 JUNE
Rockland
Nick O’Hara
Mike Mayo

(207) 542-4348
(207) 542-1879

3 JULY
Moosabec Reach,
Beals Island/Jonesport
Roy Fagonde (207) 610-4607

25 JULY
Harpswell
Amanda Peacock (207) 756-3104
Kristina York
(207) 449-7571

21 AUGUST
Long Island
Lisa Kimball
Amy Tierney

(207) 332-3968
(207) 317-1576

11 JULY
Stonington
Cory McDonald

14 AUGUST
Winter Harbor
Chris Byers

22 AUGUST
Portland
Katie Werner

(207) 807-1832

(207) 664-4525

(207) 963-7139

Genevieve McDonald (207) 266-5113

27 JUNE
Bass Harbor
Colyn Rich

(207) 479-7288

18 JULY
Friendship
Robin Reed

(207) 975-9821

15 AUGUST
Merritt Bracket, Pemaquid
Brent Fogg
(207) 563-6720
Sheila McLain
(207) 677-2100

16 OCTOBER
Annual Meeting/Awards Banquet
Robinson’s Wharf, Southport
Jon Johansen
(207)-223-8846

All Races:
Sign-up
Races Start

8 to 9 AM
10 AM

Exception: Long Island: Sign up
10 to 11 AM, Start 12 PM.

BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES
Jonesboro, ME
(207) 434-5791

Portland, ME
(800) 244-8727

Thomaston, ME
(800) 426-4526

West Bath, ME
(855) 840-6027

Wakefield, RI
(401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!
Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM
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Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine
If yoX·UHVHOOLQJVKHOOÀVKOREVWHUVFUDEVVRIWVKHOOFODPVSHULZLQNOHVVFDOORSVHWF
\RXPD\ZDQWWRJLYHXVDFDOO
WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!
There’s always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!
%X\LQJSURGXFWIURPGHDOHUVZKDUIVÀVKHUPHQDQGKDUYHVWHUV
AC Inc.

Beals, ME 04611

207-497-2261

MAINE LOBSTER

THE SWEETEST ON EARTH

MARKETING Updates
MLMC capitalized on Valentine’s Day with a Maine Lobster Tail Bouquet
promotion designed to generate a groundswell of media coverage. Editors
and consumers alike fell in love with our offering resulting in 662 million
media impressions from 354 media placements including 120+ local NBC
broadcast segments, FOX News 5 p.m. national broadcast and coverage in
leading consumer media outlets.
As the conversation around right whale protections continues, it is
important to inform people of the effective work the fishery has done over
the years to protect both right whales and the marine environment.
MLMC has produced videos and graphics that highlight the industry’s
history of environmental action. We are sharing these through social media
and encourage industry members to use them as well.

facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine

twitter.com/lobsterfromme

instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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You need us and we need you.
We must work together to ensure
a lobstering future for our children. Your
membership support is critical to our success.

Become a member today.
x
x
x

Harvester Membership Levels:








First-time Member
Highliner
Harvester
Harvester Family*
Junior Harvester (under 18)
Senior Harvester (over 65)
Retired Harvester

$200
$350
$250
$325
$125
$125
$50

(no longer a captain)
* family memberships are for spouses and
children under 23 living at home

Individual Membership Levels:
 Sternman
 Lobster Friend
 Lobster Lover

$50
$100
$250

Name:______________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:____________________________________________________
Phone:__________________ Cell:__________________ D.O.B:____________
Email:______________________________________________________________
(Please include to receive weekly e-news updates and lobster, bait, & fuel prices)

Boat Name:________________________________________________________
Lobster License #:_______________ Zone & District:_______________
*Family Members:_________________________________________________
Yes, I want to add my sternman for $50!
Name:___________________________________________ DOB:_____________
E-mail:______________________________________ Phone:_______________
Address:____________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________
Lobster license # (If applicable):___________________________________

Payment info: Pay with:  Visa  MasterCard  Check: #_______________ Total amount $ _________________
Credit Card #:___________-____________-___________-____________ Exp. date:____________ CV code:____________
Billing town/state/zip:______________________________________________________________________________________
2 storer St, Suite 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043 www.mainelobstermen.org 207-967-4555
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Apologies to
Thomas Fernald who was
not recognized for his
$365 donation in 2020!

Giftss $10,000
0 - $49,999
MASS Lobstermen's
Association
John C Ready III
Brendan Ready
Giftss $5,000
0 - $9,999
Sebastian Belle
Downeast Lobstermen’s
Association
Matt Poole
Giftss $1,000
0 - $4,999
W. Kennedy Boone III
Jerome Briggs
Elizabeth Fenwick
Michael Flanigan
Samuel Hyler
Chip Johnson
Jack Merrill III
Matt Poole
Giftss $500
0 - $999
Joshua Ames
Sonny Beal
Mark Bradstreet
David Cousens

Hews Company LLC
Stuart Jones
William Most
Cody Nunan
Alton Pinkham
Jeffrey Putnam
Sam Rosen
Keith Simmons
Kathryn Simmons
Kathryn Slocum
Ronald Weeks
Giftss $300
0 - $499
Alison Farrell
Herman Faulkingham
Thomas Fernald
Blaine Hutchinson
Donald Jones
Samuel Joy
Steve Miller
Zachary Piper
Chuck Williams
Giftss $100
0 - $299
Barry Baudanza
Thomas Bennett

$100
0 - $299
9 Cont’d
Russell Bray
John Clinton
Patrick Clough
Joseph Donnelly
Jordan Drouin
William Faulkingham
Harland Flynn
Michael Hutchings
Kyle Koerber
Gene Lazaro
Gary Libby
Ryan Miller
Kyle Nichols
William Nichols
Janet Pollack
William Putnam
Margie– Alice Reyes
Steve Rosen
Joseph Salisbury
Irving Brett Schwab
Randall Shepard
Isaac Simmons
Carli Stewart
Virginia Wadleigh
Kenneth Weed

$100
0 - $299
9 Cont’d
Walter Willey IV
Donald Wright
Giftss Underr $100
A.M. Associates Inc (T-shirt

sales)
Theodore Boyce
Corey Engle
Greg Havener
Allison Hepler
Lindsay Hocking-Hauser
Must Be Nice Lobster Co
Gordon Murray
Ready Real Estate
John Rohrer
Sadie Samuels
Caleb Wiesing
Amber Wotton
Giftss In
n Memoriam

In Memory of Gilbert Collamore Sr
Clinton Collamore









“a dollar a day”
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Vessel Insurance

Lobster & Seafood

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and
more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting
Back River Tax Accounting
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.
207-607-7118
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous years tax returns.
207-622-3772

Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 10% discount on all parts
and service. $250 additional discount on any
new vehicle after you make your best price
207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Fishing, Marine & Industrial
Hamilton Marine
Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
Searsport, Southwest Harbor, ME -'LVFRXQWVDYDLODEOHWRFRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ

Hotels
Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)
Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront –
(Portland, ME)
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston –
(Rockland, ME)
Residence Inn by Marriott (Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates for MLA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA
for booking information, or mention MLA when
booking.

Bait
Atlantic Bug Bait
Machias, ME -- $1 off bucket of hog hide. $40
off a pallet. 207-255-5955
Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

Show
your MLA card to
receive great discounts
at these ﬁne
businesses!

Electronic Equipment
Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham WA -- Discounts & Specials for
MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales
& repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be combined with other promotions. 207-363-0220

Boat Builders/Repairs
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Cape Porpoise Lobster
Cape Prpoise, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 800-967-4268

Museums & Entertainment
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps.
Must show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Gifts

Cross Insurance Arena
Fuel

Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person
DWWKHER[RIÀFH
Info at www.mainelobstermen.org

0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.
800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136
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OUTREACH MEETING ON WIND ARRAY LEADS TO MORE QUESTIONS
By Melissa Waterman
The Governor’s Energy Office (GEO) held two outreach meetings online in
March to address fisheries and wildlife concerns related to the Governor’s proposal for an offshore wind research array in federal waters off southern and
midcoast Maine. The fisheries meeting on March 10 was well attended, with
more than 86 individuals participating.
Celina Cunningham, deputy director of GEO, provided an overview of the
state’s efforts regarding offshore wind development. The GEO received a $2.1
million grant from the EDA in
late 2020 to develop a “roadmap” for the development of
the offshore wind industry
in the state. Gov. Mills began
a Wind Initiative in 2019 to
position Maine to take advantage of increased interest in
offshore wind development,
drawing on the decades-long
research undertaken at the
University of Maine. Early in
her administration, Gov. Mills
worked with the Legislature
to set an 80% renewable energy generation goal for Maine
by 2030 and 100% by 2050.

erating between 10 to 14 MW, is a joint project of the GEO, the University of
Maine, and New England Aqua Ventus, which is itself a project of Diamond
Offshore Wind, a subsidiary of Mitsubishi Corporation, and RWE Renewables.
The wind turbines to be constructed in the 16 square mile project site will be
floating, rather than mounted on the seafloor. “There is not a lot of data on
floating projects,” Cunningham said. “We want to gather baseline data on fisheries and vessel interactions.”
The area of the Gulf of Maine was chosen for the research array based on multiple criteria, said Cunningham.
The area is between 20 and 40
miles offshore with depths
150 feet or deeper. It is in the
southern part of Maine because of simpler access to the
electrical grid. The area under
consideration features either
mud or gravel bottom, avoids
highly trafficked area of the
Gulf, and is not visible from
shore.

The exact 16 square mile location for the turbines has
not yet been determined.
However, the design elements
are clear. The turbines will
float at the sea surface and
In November 2020, the
be spaced at least one mile
Governor announced plans
apart. They will be attached
to apply to the Bureau of
to a drag anchor on the seaOffshore Energy Management
floor using a chain catenary
(BOEM) for a lease to conmooring system. The turbines
The proposed offshore wind research array area of interest is adjacent to a proposed
struct an offshore wind rewill be connected to each othNorth Atlantic right whale closure area. DMR graphic.
search array in an area that
er via electrical cables which
falls within lobster zones D, E
will be buried if possible or
and F.
“mattressed” if the sea floor is
rock. The electrical cable to shore will also be buried or “mattressed” and tie in
The proposed wind research array, which will have 12 or fewer turbines gento Wyman’s Station on Cousins Island or to the former Maine Yankee site on
the Sheepscot River in Wiscasset.

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo
Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear
200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

BUOYS:
Spongex
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens
294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

“We are seeking input from you on the array’s location, configuration, orientation and navigational spacing,” Cunningham said.
Carl Wilson, director of the Department of Marine Resources Science Bureau,
spoke about the seafloor characteristics of the area and the fishing uses of a
770-square-mile oval-shaped area within which the 16 square mile research
array would be sited. To the west, the area crosses onto traditional fishing
grounds called Jeffrey’s Basin and Platts Bank. Another fishing area, Mistaken
Ground, is in the middle of the oval. Parts of Platts Bank lies within the area,
which abuts the Western Gulf of Maine groundfish closure area at its western
tip. The area is bisected by the western and eastern navigational approaches to
Portland, and a Department of Defense exclusion area to its east.
Much of the data available about the area comes from the Northeast Ocean
Data Portal (www.northeastoceandata.org), where multiple layers of data can
be overlaid on specific areas of the Gulf of Maine.
Wilson noted that for recreational fishing vessels, the area of Platts Bank is very
important. For lobster fishermen, based on inquiries the science bureau has
made, the Mistaken Ground area is important. “But the footprint of the lobster
fishery is poorly defined right now,” Wilson said.
Based on VMS data for groundfishing vessels in 2015-2016, there’s a lot of fishing activity on the western side of the area and outside the area boundary.
But, Wilson cautioned, the density of activity changes greatly depending on
the years looked at. Three Dory Ridge is another active area for groundfishing
while the Winter Bottom area is well used in the summer months. Based on
interviews with fishermen and fishing effort data, it appears that the number
of fishermen actively fishing drops with greater distance from shore, in greater
depths of water, and on mud bottom. Yet no part of the area is entirely untouched by fishermen.
“There are impacts everywhere [in the area]. No area is impact free,” Wilson
said.

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

Additional work sessions focused on fisheries will be held in April. Individual
meetings with fishermen and small group sessions may take place along the
coast in April and May, if COVID restrictions permits. Fishermen are encouraged to visit the GEO web site at https://www.maine.gov/energy/initiatives/offshorewind/researcharray to learn more about the proposal and the area under
consideration.
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FIRST NEW ENGLAND WIND PROJECT IN FEDERAL WATERS
MOVES FORWARD
By Melissa Waterman
On March 8 the Department of Interior approved the final environmental review of the Vineyard Wind offshore wind energy project. The project, which
has been in development in various forms for nearly two decades, will consist
of up to 84 turbines generating around 800 megawatts of electricity from a site
15 miles south of Martha’s Vineyard. If all permits are granted, the $2.8 billion
project would be the first large-scale wind power development in New England
federal waters.
While former president Donald Trump clearly stated his opposition to land
and ocean-based wind power, President Biden declared that his administration’s aim is to double offshore wind electricity production by 2030. Vineyard
Wind’s developers, Avangrid Renewables and Copenhagen Infrastructure
Partners, temporarily withdrew their application in December, 2020, based on
worries that the Bureau of Offshore Energy Management (BOEM), part of the
Department of Interior, would reject the environmental impact statement; the
companies re-introduced their application shortly after Biden’s inauguration.
The wind farm within the 167,000-acre lease area off Martha’s Vineyard will produce enough electricity to power about 400,000 homes, according to Vineyard
Wind. Cables buried six feet below the ocean floor will carry electricity to Cape
Cod, where the power will feed into the New England grid.
Vineyard Wind still must receive additional permits from the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers and approval from the
National Marine Fisheries Service. BOEM must wait at least 30 days from the publication of the final environmental impact statement to issue a record of decision.
Vineyard Wind officials have said that they hope to begin onshore work in the
latter part of 2021. Offshore construction would begin in 2022 with an expectation that the turbines would begin generating power by late 2023.
Annie Hawkins, executive director of the Responsible Offshore Development
Alliance (RODA), a non-profit organization representing commercial fishing

NEW LOBSTERMEN CARRY ON
THE V-NOTCH LEGACY
By Antonina Pelletier
Maine lobstermen not only value their harvest but have an eye for the future as
well. They protect known breeders from being landed and sold by notching a
small “V” in the tail of an egg-carrying female lobster by using a special V-notch
tool. Research has determined that Maine’s lobster population continues to
thrive due to this practice.
As one Downeast lobsterman said, “We are benefiting right now from the stewardship of previous generations.”
Over the years, some lobstermen have noticed a decline in the number of
V-notched females coming up in their traps. In 2018, a Mount Desert lobsterman was concerned enough to approach Stephen Brooks of Brooks Trap Mill
and offer funds if Brooks Trap Mill would ensure that all newly licensed harvesters would receive a new V-notch tool. These stainless-steel tools are preferred by scientists and by Maine Marine Patrol as they are less likely to tear a
lobster’s flipper because they make a clean cut.
Brooks Trap reached out to the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) for help
in bringing the project to life. Three years later, the third batch of “Welcome to the
Industry” boxes were recently mailed out to 45 newly licensed lobstermen. Each
box contains a V-notch tool engraved with the license number of the harvester,
a complimentary MLA membership and an assortment of Brooks Trap gear. The
MLA also includes a handout with images of accepted V-notches in the packet.
Both Brooks Trap and the MLA are deeply grateful to the anonymous lobsterman who started the project. “Maine lobstermen believe in V-notching because
they know it works,” said Patrice McCarron, MLA’s executive director. “It’s nice
to get them started with the right tools so they can help ensure a future for our
industry.”

V-notching began as
early as 1917 when
lobstermen took it upon
themselves to mark
egg-bearing females
in order to ensure an
abundance of young
lobsters in the future.
MLMC photo.

If it receives all necessary permits, Vineyard Wind will be the first
large-scale wind farm in federal waters. Photo courtesy of Daily Energy
Insider.
organizations and businesses, criticized BOEM for failing to expand transit
lanes to four miles in the lease area to accommodate larger fishing boats.
Vineyard Wind and the four other developers holding leases for offshore wind
sites off New England have agreed to orient their turbines in fixed east-to-west
rows and north-to-south columns spaced one nautical mile apart. Last year, the
U.S. Coast Guard concluded that the grid layout was the best way to maintain
maritime safety and ease of navigation in the areas south of Martha’s Vineyard
and Nantucket. The Biden administration is asking for the turbines to be spaced
about a mile apart to allow smaller vessels to continue to fish between them.
Offshore wind power projects are popping up fast and furiously in response to
the expressed intent of eastern states to buy at least 25,000 megawatts of offshore electricity by 2035, according to the American Clean Power Association.
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DMR AQUACULTURE
LEASE APPLICATION STATUS FOR March/April (as of 3/16/21)
Experimental Lease Applications
Name of Applicant/Company

Site

Downeast Institute

Town

Size

Product

Duration

Status

Joan's Pound, Black Duck Cove, Eastern bay Beals

0.84 acres

Shellfish

3 years

Lease is Granted 2/25/2021

Downeast Institute

Elmer's Pound, Black Duck Cove, Eastern
Bay

Beals

1.14 acres

Shellfish

3 years

Lease is Granted 02/25/2021

Ferda Farms LLC

E Lower Coombs Isl, New Meadows River

Brunswick

3.86

Shellfish

3 years

Lease is Granted 2/1/2021

Sea Run Fisheries & Habitat

E of Western Head & Li'l Rvr Isl, Cutler
Hrbr

Cutler

4 acres

Finfish

3 years

Site Review Complete 3/20/2020

Coffin, Chad

W of Moore Pt, NE of Pound of Tea, Harraseeket River

Freeport

1.62

shellfish

3 yrs

appl submittedComments due
12/12/20

0.481 acres

Whisky Stones, LLC

E of Dogs Head, Harpswell Sound

Harpswell

Shellfish

3 yrs

App rec'd, Comments due 3/3/21

Doyle, Victor

E of Barlett Isl, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert 1 acre

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed

Mussel Bound Inc.

Barlett Narrows, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert 3.55 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Scheduled 3/10/21 3
pm

Dirigo Marine Resources, LLC

E of Wolfe's neck, Recompense Bay

So Freeport

3.85 acres

Shellfish

3 years

appl. rec'd; comment period closes
8/2/20

Norumbega Oyster, Inc

South of Merry Island, Damariscotta River

South Bristol

3.96

Shellfish

3 yrs

Comments due 2/6/2021

Francis, Arnold

East of Birch Point, Dyer Bay

Steuben

2.86 acres

shellfish

3 yrs

Comments due by 2/6/2021

Francis, Arnold

Smelt Brook, Dyer Bay

Steuben

3.7 acres

shellfish

3 yrs

Comments due by 2/6/2021

Standard Lease Applications
Name of Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

Duration Status

Acadia Aqua Farms LLC

NE of Sunken Ledge, Frenchmen Bay

Bar Harbor

Pemaquid Mussel Farms LLC

Mt Desert narrows, E of Googins Ledge

Bar Harbor

68.3 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session sched. For 2/5/2021

32 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session sched 11/19/20 5 pm

Western Bay Oyster Co.

off Old House Cove, Western Bay, Spruce Pt

Bar Harbor

3.36 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Lease is granted 02/25/2021

Tightrope Farms

south of Carlton Island, Salt Pond

Blue Hill

7.25

Shellfish

20 yrs

Hearing complete 3/2/2021

Johnson, Timothy

SE of Barnes Pt, Middle Bay

Brunswick

17

shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 3/15/21, site review
TBD

Nice Oyster Company, LLC

E of Woodward Pt, New Meadows River

Brunswick

4.49 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Scoping Session sched 10/19/20 7 pm

Shearwater Ventures LLC

E of Li'l Chebeague, Casco Bay: Long Isl and

Chebeague Isl

3.79 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Site Review complete 4/29/20

Schoodic Seafarm LLC

off Long Mill Cove, Gouldsboro Bay

Corea

2.2 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

App rec'd 9/24/20; site review scheduled

Summit Point LLC

NE of Clapboard Isl, Casco Bay; Falmouth &

Cumberland

100 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 12/2/19

Dickenson, Christopher

800 ft SW Hog Island, Damariscotta River

Damariscotta

1 acre

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete as of June 18, 2020

Dodge Cove Marine Farm

SE of Dodg Pt

Damariscotta

11.6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

drat app rec'd, scoping session 2/16/21

Spinney Creek Shellfish, Inc.

NW of Rt 95 Bridge, Spinney Creek

Eliot

2.75 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 3/18/20

Coffin, Bailey

W of Sow & Pigs Isl, Casco Bay

Freeport

6.84 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 12/2/20

Harraseeket Oyster Co.

S of Bowman Isl & Stockbridge Pt, Casco Bay

Freeport

7 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 9/4/20

Love Point Oysters, LLC

SE of Winslow Park, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.78 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 9/11/2020

Love Point Oysters, LLC

S of Crab island, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.15 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Site review Pending as of 2/20/20

Maine Ocean Farms, LLC

E of Wolfe's Neck, Recompense Cove

Freeport

9.88 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 9/9/20

Islesboro Marine Enterprises, Inc

NE of Flat Island, Penobscot Bay

Islesboro

6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 12/7/20 6 pm

Glidden Point Oyster Co.

West shore, S of Jacks Pt, Damariscotta River

Newcastle

5.5 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Public Hearing 10/27/20

Hermit Island Oyster Co, LLC

Hermit Isl, Small Pt Hbr, New Meadows Rivr

Phippsburg

2.56 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 11/30/2020

Maine Fresh Sea Farms LLC

Clark Cove, Damariscotta River

So. Bristol

3.6

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Scoping Session 11/09/20 6 pm

Frenchman Bay Oyster Co.

W & S of Ingalls Isl. Sullivan Harbor

Sorrento

5.85 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 10/17/19

Dewey's Shellfish, LLC

NW of Peters IslandDamariscotta River

South Bristol

0.45

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session sched 11/19/20 6 pm

Mook Sea Farms Inc.

S of Wiley Pt & N of Fitch Pt, Damaris. River

South Bristol

3 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Lease is Granted 2/8/2021

Brewer, Robert

E of Penobscot Bay SW of Andrews Island

Stonington

3.26

shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 12/21/20 4 pm

Harvey, Brian

W of Haynes Pt, Goose Cove, Western Bay

Trenton

6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 3/27/2020

Butterfield, Keith

SE of Little Moshier Island

Yarmouth

2.72 acres

Shellfish/algae

20 yrs

Scoping Session 11/16/20 5 pm

Henninger, Thomas

Broad Cove, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

5.9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application submitted 7/9/20

Maine Source Seafood

E of Lane's Isl, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

3.48 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Public Hearing 3/16/2021

Moeser, Amanda

S of Lanes Isl, Inner Casco Bay

Yarmouth

9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 5/8/20

Wolfe Neck Oyster Co. LLC

SE of Lanes Island, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

8 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Site Review complete 5/22/20

Experimental Lease: up to 3 years, 4 acres and is non-renewable
Standard Lease: term is up to 20 years, size is up to 20 acres and is renewable
For more information, visit the DMR website
www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture and select “Map & Lease Inventory (pending & current)”
The MLA recommends you sign up for email alerts about aquaculture by selecting the big red email button
at the bottom of their aquaculture page.
Scoping
Session

Application
Submitted

Public
Comments

Site
Review

Public
Hearing

Understand the process! You can make a difference!

DMR
Decision
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NEW PRODUCT INCORPORATES LOBSTER PROTEIN TO PROTECT,
IMPROVE SKIN
By Melissa Waterman

vides a protective barrier, hydrates the skin,
and reduces inflammation.

Maine history is filled with inventors.
Chester Greenwood, as a chilly youth, invented earmuffs to keep his ears warm.
Looking for a more hygienic way to clear
between his teeth, Charles Forster came up
with the idea of wooden toothpicks. Then,
of course, there was the Maine Duck Boot,
Leon Leonwood Bean’s solution to chronically wet and cold feet.

Breeding brought both research and business development skills to the new venture.
Earlier he had gone through the University of
Maine’s “Innovate For Maine” program twice,
which allowed him to work as an intern with
creative Maine companies. He co-founded
KinoTek, a sports performance company
that uses motion capture and virtual reality
tools to decrease risk of injury. Breeding and
Boutiette also set up Zephyrus Simulation, a
medical-device startup in Orono, while still
in school.

Amber Boutiette, 27, and Patrick Breeding,
25, are modern-day inventors. Like earlier
Mainers, the two University of Maine biomedical engineering graduate students put
their minds to solving a particular problem:
dry, flakey and itchy skin. What is unusual,
however, is the key ingredient they chose to
use. Their new company, Marin Skincare,
takes a protein found in lobster blood and
incorporates it in a skin cream.

“We didn’t know much about the cosmetics
industry,” Breeding admitted. “We came to it
from a science perspective.” The two worked
with professional skin care and consumer
testing laboratories in New York and New
Jersey to test and finalize their product.

With grants from the Maine Technology
Boutiette has suffered from eczema, also
Institute and the Libra Foundation, Boutiette
Patrick Breeding and Amber Boutiette bring Maine entrepreknown as atopic dermatitis, since she was a
and Breeding opened their company online
neurship
to
the
waterfront.
Photo
courtesy
of
Marin
Skin
Care.
teenager. Eczema is a chronic disease affectin November, offering one product, a “soothing the immune system that causes paining hydration cream” that combined lobfully itchy, red skin. The origins of eczema
ster protein with shea butter, coconut oil,
are mysterious; the ailment can be triggered
Vitamin
E
and
other
non-irritating
ingredients. The product swiftly sold out in
by anything from environmental factors to mental stress. “I had it severely,”
two
months.
“All
the
PR
stories
in
the
fall boosted demand wildly. Now we are
Amber explained. “I tried steroids and all sorts of expensive creams. Eczema
trying
to
keep
up
and
stay
ahead
of
the
demand,” Breeding said.
was a huge part of my life.”
The lobster protein is collected at Luke’s Lobster’s processing facility in Saco.
Boutiette and Breeding were working with forNow the plan is to increase the collection process at the facility and ramp
mer Lobster Institute director Bob Bayer studyup production this summer. “We have had so many mentors, it’s been great,”
ing different ways to use lobster byproducts,
Breeding noted. “From CEI to Green Light Maine and Maine Sea Grant, we are
specifically lobster hemolymph, the lobster’s
very grateful for all the mentorship.”
circulatory fluid that functions like blood. The
glycoproteins in the hemolymph system give
lobsters a remarkable ability to fight off disease
as well as help the animal regrow amputated
limbs.

Lobster glycoprotein is
a key ingredient in the
cream. MLA photo.

“We were doing cool things with it [the glycoprotein],” Breeding recalled. “We were finding many
applications for it.” That fall Boutiette suffered
a painful outbreak of eczema, which spread
across her upper body and onto her face. Fellow
students in her department convinced her to try
the lobster protein in a solution to tamp down
the discomfort. “After two days the eczema outbreak was gone. I used it for two months and it
cleared completely,” Boutiette said.

Eczema is a common disease in the United
States. The National Eczema Organization estimates that more than 31 million people have
some form of the disease. Boutiette and Breeding recognized the value that the
lobster’s glycoprotein might have to eczema sufferers and to others who have
psoriasis and other skin ailments. Their aim: to create a skin cream that pro-

,)*&&, " .Free Pickup & Delivery in Maine
Premium Aqualoy 22 Grade
Split & Tapered Couplings
Fast Turnaround
Shafts up to 3" Diameter

CAPE PORPOISE LOBSTER
AND BAIT CO., INC.
70R Mills Rd., Kennebunkport, Maine
207-967-0900 • 207-205-7949 cell
Fresh and Salted Bait

5HGÀVK+HDGV

Herring

Skate

)ODWÀVK

Flounder Racks

Monk Heads

Pogies

WE

CAN DELIVER WITH A MINIMUM ORDER.

WE

SELL BULK ICE!

orders@capeporpoiselobster.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
Ask for Allen!

(207) 422-6532 | www.retmarine.com
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TO YOUR HEALTH: You can prevent shoulder injuries
By Scott Fulmer, University of Massachusetts, and Ann Backus, Harvard T.H.
Chan School of Public Health
Lobstermen come in every size and shape, each with different experiences,
knowledge, capabilities and potential for injury. In a study conducted by UMass
Lowell and funded by the Northeast Center for Occupational Health, shoulder
pain was reported by about 1 in every 3 of lobstermen sampled up and down
the New England coast. For people living in fishing communities, it is not unusual to know lobstermen — captains or sternmen — who have had shoulder
surgery.
Of 395 lobstermen interviewed in 2012 and 2013, pain in only one shoulder
caused specifically by work was reported by 70 individuals. Seventy-seven percent of the reported pain occurred in the right shoulder. An additional 43 lobstermen reported that they experienced pain caused by work in both shoulders. Overall, 17% of the lobstermen reporting that their pain was caused by
work said the pain was so severe it affected how they work. Much of the pain
reported by lobstermen was chronic, that is, not new. However, new shoulder
injuries caused by work occurred in close to 3% of the lobstermen surveyed.
Repetition, awkward joint angles, and forceful exertion can lead to pain or injury. For example, research has shown that work that requires your elbows to
be at or above shoulder height increases the risk of shoulder pain. If your work
requires this posture combined with repetitive motion or forceful exertion, the
risk for pain increases.
Repetition and the forceful exertion of handling traps on lobster boats is very
common. In fact, it is inherent in the work. The posture of the shoulder during
this repetitive activity varies. On most lobster boats, the block is higher than the
shoulder (see Figure 1). If your block is level with or lower than your shoulder,
that could help. Unfortunately, this set-up means that the trap does not come
high enough to pull it in over the rail easily without having to manually lift at
least a portion of the trap. There may be a tradeoff between how much you are
bending your trunk to lift a trap hanging below the block and how much you
are lifting your arm to feed and release the gangion, or lanyard, from the block
to free the trap.

tures become injured.
Shoulder pain or injury should be managed immediately -- in the “acute” or initial phase of injury. The first step is refraining from positions and movements
that irritate or increase your shoulder pain. Of course, this is easier said than
done for fishermen. The next step is restoring and improving your mobility,
flexibility, strength, and motor control.
Stretching and exercise can also reduce the risk for pain and injury. Lobstermen
prefer to find their own solutions to overcome limitations and take advantage
of their own strength and capabilities. If you have found equipment, techniques, or exercises that other lobstermen might want to try to help care for
their own aches and pains, please let the authors know so we can help spread
the word. Below are three exercises that you can perform to help maximize
your shoulder function. Start slowly and work up to the recommended hold
time or repetitions
Strength: Resisted Row
Looping an exercise band around a pole, step backward until there is tension
on the band. Standing tall, pull your hands back toward your rib cage. Imagine
your shoulder blades pinching. Slowly release. If you find yourself leaning forward, step in toward the pole to release some of the tension. Complete 30 repetitions.
Pectoralis Stretch
Stand in a doorway and place your forearms against
the wall. Gently lean forward so that you feel a stretch
over the front of your chest. Hold for 30 seconds. Do
this at the start and end of each workday.
Mobility: Gaff Pass Through
Holding a gaff or dowel with your hands spread as
wide as possible, gently bring the gaff up and around
your head, and finally behind your body. Don’t push
beyond what your shoulders will allow. Complete 10
times. Do this at the start of each workday.

Pectoralis stretch.

Again, every lobsterman and every boat is different. Limiting the
awkward postures of the back and
the shoulder will reduce exposure
to risk for pain. You can reduce
exposure to awkward shoulder
joint angles if the block is not too
high or too far away from the edge
of the boat. But this is a matter of
individual comfort.
Without proper rest, recovery,
and conditioning, the muscles
and soft tissue in the shoulder
area can be hurt and debilitated.
Roughly half of the lobstermen
who reported any new shoulder
pain received treatment. This may
indicate that a substantial number of lobstermen are working
in pain but able to get the work
done.
Shoulder pain in lobstermen most commonly arises from the top of the shoulder and then radiates down the arm. Injuries can impact any number of arm
structures, either singly or at the same time. It is important to manage your
pain quickly and efficiently to prevent a domino effect, where multiple struc-

Taking just a few minutes to stretch out your shoulders before heading
out can do a lot to prevent future injuries. S. Fulmer photos.
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CANADA’S 2021 RIGHT WHALE PROTECTIONS SIMILAR TO 2020
By MLA staff
In February, the Government of Canada announced its 2021 rules designed to
protect endangered North Atlantic right whales from encounters with vessels
and fishing gear. Increasingly large aggregations of feeding right whales have
been sighted in the Gulf of St. Lawrence each year since 2015.
In response to 12 right whale deaths in Canada in 2017, Canada has been developing a right whale protection program since 2018. It includes dynamic closures of fisheries when right whales are detected and gear marking, and mandatory speed restrictions for vessels longer than 42 feet (13 meters) in areas
that right whales frequent.
Canada’s 2021 measures to protect right whales from entanglement encompass all of the waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence to Quebec and Newfoundland
up to the Strait of Belle-Isle. They also include fixed gear fished in Roseway
Basin and the Bay of Fundy.
In 2021, Canada will continue to close an area approximately 1,245 ft2 (2000
km2) to fixed gear fisheries, including lobster and crab, for 15 days if a right
whale is visually or acoustically detected. To trigger an extension of a closure
in a dynamic zone, a right whale must be visually or acoustically detected a
second time, from days 9 to 15 of the closure. Upon a second detection in a dynamic zone in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, a seasonal closure will be implemented
until November 15. In the Bay of Fundy and in the Roseway Basin, the closure
will be extended an additional 15 days. The closure area will only be reopened if
aright whale is not detected again in a closed area during days 9-15; two flights
with no right whale detections are required. Outside the dynamic zone, closures will be considered on a case-by-case basis, with special consideration for
sightings of 3 or more whales or a mother and calf pair.
If at least one right whale is sighted in waters between 10 and 20 fathoms, a
temporary closure will be implemented and gear can be fished closer to shore
in areas less than 10 fathoms deep. If at least one right whale is sighted in waters less than 10 fathoms, the closure would be effective to the shoreline.
Gear marking continues to be required for all fixed gear in Atlantic Canada to
identify the region and fishery; for lobster and crab it must also identify the
specific fishing area so each mark has 3 colors. The first two colors must be
interlaced with the third color placed directly below. For example, the color
for the Gulf region is blue and the Maritimes region is black. The color for
snow crab gear is orange and lobster is yellow. Snow crab gear fished in Area

19 would be marked blue/orange/green (indicating GSL/snowcrab/Area 19).
Lobster gear fished off Grand Manan would be marked black/yellow/black (indicating Maritimes/lobster/LFA 38). Fishermen are required to report all lost
gear and accidental contact between a vessel and marine mammal.
DFO is working with fishermen, fishery by fishery, throughout 2021 and 2022
to implement weak rope or weak breaking points by the end of 2022 and requirements for maximum rope diameters, sinking rope between pots and traps,
and reductions in vertical and floating rope after 2022. DFO is also authorizing
the use of ropeless gear trials in closed areas and supporting industry trials
of whale safe gear. They established a technical working group for fishermen,
right whale experts, and departmental officials for regular meetings on right
whale protection measures.
Canada’s 2021 measures to protect right whales from vessel collisions in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence include a patchwork of speed limit restrictions. These
include a large static area limiting vessel speed to 10 knots from late April to
mid-November. A seasonal management area limits vessel speed to 10 knots
from late April to late June, but allows regular transit speeds from June 30 to
November 15 unless a right whale is sighted which will trigger a 15 day slow
down to 10 knots.
Canada has established temporary closures in shipping lanes, called dynamic
shipping zones, with four zones located south of Anticosti Island and one north
of the island. If a right whale is spotted in these areas, vessels must slow to 10
knots for 15 days. If right whales are not detected during the last 7 days, the
speed restriction will be lifted.
Canada has also established a restricted area in and around Shediac Valley
where large aggregations of right whales are observed annually surface feeding.
Vessels greater than 42 feet (13 meters) must avoid the area, however, fishing
and government vessels are exempt from this restriction. The size, location and
duration of this area is adjusted on an annual basis.
Canada is also piloting a voluntary slow down area in Cabot Strait to protect
right whales migrating in and out of the Gulf of St. Lawrence from April 28 to
June 29, and from September 29 to November 15.
Fines of up to $250,000 will be issued to vessels that disregard the mandatory vessel traffic management measures. According to Transport Canada, four
penalties were issued in 2020 for non-compliance with speed restrictions.

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.
HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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In the
NEWS
MLMC REAUTHORIZED FOR 5 YEARS
The Marine Resources Committee voted unanimously in March to pass LD
338, An Act to Amend the Law Governing the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative. The Collaborative was created in 2013 to replace the Lobster
Promotion Council. Its mission is to promote Maine lobster in numerous ways
in order to boost demand for the product. The Collaborative’s $2.2 million annual budget is funded by surcharges on lobster and seafood processor licenses,
which will remain unchanged. “Both the Maine Lobstermen’s Association Board
of Directors and the Lobster Advisory Council voted unanimously to support
the re-authorization of the Collaborative, and several lobstermen spoke in favor of the Collaborative at the public hearing,” said Marianne Lacroix, MLMC
executive director.
RIGHT WHALES PRODUCING MANY CALVES THIS YEAR
The endangered North Atlantic right whale population is experiencing its best
calving season since 2013. As of mid-March, 18 newborn whales have been spotted, in a season that began in November and could run through mid-April. Two
of this year’s calves have died however, one of natural causes and the other due
to a ship strike. According to New England Aquarium senior scientist Philip
Hamilton, there are a few explanations for the recent boom. Around a decade
ago, about 10 female whales were born, and they are now at childbearing age; and
Hamilton surmises that the North Atlantic right whale may be “finally adapting
to a very different feeding regime.” Each fall, some right whales travel more than
1,000 miles from their feeding areas in the waters off New England and Canada
to the shallow, coastal waters of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and
northeastern Florida. The southeastern United States is the only known area
where right whale females regularly give birth and nurse their young.
PROSPECT HARBOR FACILITY MAY BECOME SALMON FARM
American Aquafarms plans to
acquire the Maine Fair Trade
Lobster plant in Gouldsboro
and to invest between $50
million and $100 million to
redevelop the site as a salmon hatchery and processing
plant. It announced its intent
to apply for Department of
Marine Resources permits
to place 30 floating pens,
each 150 feet wide, for growPhoto courtesy of East Coast Seafood Group.
ing salmon at two sites in
Frenchman Bay. The company would produce 30,000 metric tons, or about 66
million pounds, of salmon each year.
SEAWEED HELPS REDUCE METHANE EMITTED BY BELCHING
COWS
According to new findings from the researchers at the University of California,
Davis, “a bit of seaweed in cattle feed could reduce methane emissions from beef
cattle as much as 82%.” Last summer, over a course of five months, researchers

with UC Davis added “scant” amounts of seaweed to the diet of 21 beef cattle.
The researchers tracked their weight gain and methane emissions and found
that cattle that consumed doses of about 80 grams, or 3 ounces of seaweed,
gained as much weight as their herd mates while burping out 82% less methane into the atmosphere. U.S. agriculture is responsible for 10% of greenhouse
gas emissions. According to the study, half of that figure comes from “cows and
other ruminant animals that belch methane and other gases throughout the
day as they digest forages like grass and hay.”
EARLY START TO NEW BRUNSWICK SNOW CRAB SEASON
The New Brunswick snow crab
season begins earlier this year
in an effort to avoid encounters with endangered North
Atlantic right whales. The
season is expected to start at
the beginning of April, up to
four weeks earlier than normal. Icebreakers from the
Canadian Coast Guard and
contracted boats began clearPhoto courtesy of The Journal Pioneer.
ing the waters near Shippagan
and Caraquet, New Brunswick,
in mid-March. The early opening will help get fishermen setting traps before
the whales begin migrating into the Gulf of St. Lawrence in May. While the
season extends into late June, the presence of whales could mean most of the
fishing grounds will be forced to close. The early fishing this year is expected
to boost profits compared to last season. About 11% of the snow crab quota remained at the close of the 2020 season, or between $40 million and $50 million
(CD) worth of snow crabs.
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE EXPRESSES RESERVATIONS
ABOUT NATIONAL MONUMENT LAW
In a decision released on March 22 declining to review the case the Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association brought against the federal government, concerning
the National Marine Monument declared by President Obama in 2016, Chief
Justice John Roberts indicated he has grave reservations regarding the creation
and formulation of the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National
Monument.
While he rejected the legal arguments made by the plaintiff ’s attorneys as to
why the Supreme Court should take the case, the Chief Justice was clear in expressing his concerns about the monument’s designation and scope.
“The Antiquities Act originated as a response to widespread defacement of
Pueblo ruins in the American Southwest... A statute permitting the President
in his sole discretion to designate as monuments “landmarks,” “structures,” and
“objects”—along with the smallest area of land compatible with their management—has been transformed into a power without any discernible limit to set
aside vast and amorphous expanses of terrain above and below the sea. The
Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument at issue in this
case demonstrates how far we have come from indigenous pottery.”
He also suggested that the Supreme Court could take action on this monument
and others, noting that several cases that could soon come before the court
may raise issues that could truncate or invalidate monuments created using
the Antiquities Act.
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2020 LOBSTER LANDINGS AND VALUE STRONGER THAN EXPECTED
DMR press release

Maine scallop fishermen brought ashore an additional
224,874 pounds compared to 2019, ranking the fishery
as the third most valuable, despite a 19 cent-per-pound
decrease in value.

Despite unprecedented market losses, Maine fishermen earned over a half billion dollars for their catch
in 2020. Valued at $516,796,614, the ex-vessel value of
Maine’s commercially harvested marine resources was
the ninth highest on record.

Blood worms, used as bait for species like striped bass,
were the fourth most valuable fishery at $6,649,864. The
value was an increase of $363,773 over the previous year,
the product of a $1.34 per pound jump despite a decline
in landings of just over 2%.

“Maine fishermen and seafood dealers weathered one
of the most difficult years in memory, but through hard
work and an unwavering dedication to quality, they
were able to once again provide tremendous value for
seafood consumers, and a vital economic foundation
for Maine’s coastal communities,” said Governor Janet
Mills.

Menhaden, used as bait for lobster, were Maine’s fifth
most valuable commercially harvested species at
$6,395,527.
Photo by D. Alley..

Maine’s lobster fishery once again accounted for most
of Maine’s overall landed value at $405,983,832, which
was only the seventh time in the history of the fishery the landed value has exceeded $400 million.
“Maine’s lobster industry faced tremendous uncertainty in 2020,” said DMR Commissioner Patrick
Keliher. “At this time last year the industry was facing a pending market collapse due to COVID-19,
but industry’s response was remarkable. Dealers developed new markets and harvesters adjusted
effort based on market realities, all of which resulted in a good boat price during a year with seemingly insurmountable obstacles,” said Commissioner Keliher.
At 96 million pounds, the lobster catch declined by approximately 5% from 2019 landings, but according to landings data, the volume was the ninth highest in the history of the fishery. At $4.20 per pound,
the boat price was significantly better than the $3.76 average boat price over the past ten years.
“The Maine lobster industry continues to demonstrate exceptional resiliency,” said Keliher. “I’m
extremely proud of the commitment by harvesters and dealers to adapt to change and to sustain
the value of this critically important industry.”

Oysters, cultivated in aquaculture operations, were valued at $5,907,859, which made them the sixth most valuable commercial species in 2020 due to a per-pound increase of 24 cents. Overall landed value in 2020, however,
dropped by $987,628.
Despite a decrease in per-pound value of more than
$1,500, elvers remained one of the most valuable species harvested in Maine in 2020, with harvesters earning
$5,067,521.
“Maine harvesters, dealers, and aquaculturists have faced
an unmatched year of challenges,” said Commissioner
Keliher. “But I’ve been extraordinarily proud to see how
this industry deals with hardship, solves problems, and
continues to deliver the best seafood in the world.”

Softshell clam harvesters earned the second highest value of all Maine fishermen in 2020 on the
strength of a six cent-per-pound increase in value. Despite 1.2 million fewer pounds landed, harvesters were paid $15,671,473.

Preliminary 2020 Commercial Maine Landings By Live Pounds
Total: 200,167,276 as of 3/15/2021
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Preliminary 2020 Commercial Maine Landings By Ex-vessel Value
Total: $516,796,611 as of 3/15/2021
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THE COLORS OF THE SEA
Waldoboro artist Jean Kigel knows the coast. From her home
on Muscongus Bay she has spent years observing the frequently changing Maine seascape as well as elements of the landscape around her. Kigel specializes in Asian brush painting and
Japanese fish prints, known as Gyotaku prints. Her watercolor
paintings, however, burst with vibrant color. Whether it’s the
Maine lobster or a new visitor to the Gulf of Maine, the common
seahorse, Kigel captures the movement and vitality of the sea in
her paintings.

Kingdom of the Sea

She has exhibited at the Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design,
the National Building Museum in Washington, D.C, Bowdoin
College, Archipelago Gallery in Rockland, The Round Top
Center for the Arts in Damariscotta, the Chocolate Church in
Bath, Sea Studio Gallery in Tenants Harbor, Saltwater Gallery
in Pemaquid Point, the Maine Art Gallery in Wiscasset, and
Hunter Gallery of Fine Arts in Grafton, VT. The full scope of her
work may be seen at www.jeankigel.com.
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